
The Untold Story of Kalevala: Unraveling the
Epic of the Finnish People
Deep within the realms of Finnish folklore lies an ancestral epic that has
captivated generations - Kalevala. This extraordinary tale of heroes, gods, and
mystical creatures unveils the rich tapestry of Finland's cultural heritage. Join us
on a journey through the heart of Kalevala, exploring its origins, themes, and its
enduring impact on Finnish identity.

Ancient Origins of Kalevala

Kalevala traces its roots to the ancient oral traditions of the Finnish people,
passed down through the ages. These captivating stories were first immortalized
in written form by Elias Lönnrot, a Finnish physician and folklorist, in the 19th
century. Lönnrot ventured into the Finnish countryside, collecting fragments of
ancient poems and songs that depicted the lives and struggles of the Finnish
people.

The beauty of Kalevala lies in its ability to transport readers back to a time when
myths and legends were interwoven into the fabric of everyday life. Drawing
inspiration from Finnish mythology and folklore, the epic is a treasure trove of
wisdom, bravery, and enchantment.
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The Heroic Characters of Kalevala

At the heart of Kalevala beats the spirit of its epic heroes. The most prominent
figure of the epic is Väinämöinen, a mighty and wise old sage. Väinämöinen
possesses magical abilities and is the embodiment of Finnish oral tradition. His
songs and spells hold immense power, and he plays a pivotal role in shaping the
destiny of the Finnish people.

Another intriguing character in Kalevala is Lemminkäinen, a passionate and
courageous hero. Known for his youthful charm and expert music skills,
Lemminkäinen embarks on perilous quests to win the heart of his beloved. His
journeys take him through treacherous lands and fraught encounters, showcasing
the triumph of valor and love.

The Kalevala Creation Myth

The birth of Kalevala begins with a mystical creation story. In the beginning, the
world was nothing but an endless sea. On this vast expanse, a mythical bird
known as the Great Swan laid six golden eggs. From these eggs emerged the
universe - the skies, earth, and countless wondrous creatures that inhabit it.

The epic delves deeper into the origins of the Finnish people, chronicling the
creation of mankind by the divine blacksmith Ilmarinen. The forging of the first
man and woman reflects the intricate connection between humans and the
natural world in Finnish mythology, highlighting the importance of harmony and
balance.
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Magical Creatures and Enchanting Encounters

Kalevala introduces readers to an array of mythical creatures that inhabit its
enchanting world. Among these are the haunting Louhi, the mistress of the
Northland, and her daughter, the beautiful and mysterious Maiden of Pohjola.
Their presence adds an air of mystique and danger to the epic, testing the
resolve and resourcefulness of its heroes.

We are also introduced to the mischievous forest-dwelling spirits, such as the
wise and cunning Ilmarinen's mother, played by a sly fox. These magical beings
contribute to the vibrant and fantastical nature of Kalevala, infusing it with a sense
of wonder that resonates with readers of all ages.

The Enduring Legacy of Kalevala

Kalevala has left an indelible mark on Finnish culture and has played a significant
role in shaping its national identity. It has served as a source of inspiration for
Finnish artists, musicians, and writers for more than a century. The epic's themes
of heroism, magic, and the importance of nature mirror the values cherished by
the Finnish people.

Internationally, Kalevala has also garnered attention. Its impact can be seen in
the works of renowned artists such as J.R.R. Tolkien, who drew inspiration from
the Finnish epic in creating the enchanting world of Middle-Earth.

The Eternal Enchantment of Kalevala

In the realm of Finnish folklore, Kalevala stands as an enduring testament to the
power of storytelling. Its timeless themes and captivating characters continue to
resonate, allowing readers to unlock the ancient wisdom and profound truths
hidden within its verses.



As you embark on your own journey through the Kalevala, may the epic unfold
before you, revealing the intangible essence of the Finnish people, and reminding
us all of the transformative power of tales passed down through generations.
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'One of the great mythic poems of Europe' The New York Times

Sharing its title with the poetic name for Finland - 'the land of heroes' - Kalevala is
the soaring epic poem of its people, a work rich in magic and myth which tells the
story of a nation through the ages from the dawn of creation. Sung by rural Finns
since prehistoric times, and formally compiled by Elias Lönnrot in the nineteenth
century, it is a landmark of Finnish culture and played a vital role in galvanizing its
national identity in the decades leading to independence. Its themes, however,
reach beyond borders and search the heart of human existence.

Translated with an by Eino Friberg
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the kalevala is the epic poem of which country


