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Infamy

Albert Anastasia, the name alone carries an aura of fear, power, and danger.
Known as "The Lord High Executioner," Anastasia was one of the most influential
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and ruthless mob bosses in American history. His reign over the New York
underworld during the mid-20th century changed the landscape of organized
crime forever.

The Early Life of a Future Mafia Kingpin

Albert Anastasia was born on September 26, 1902, in Tropea, a small town in
Calabria, Italy. His family immigrated to the United States when he was just a
child, settling in Brooklyn, New York. Growing up in the poverty-stricken
neighborhood, Anastasia quickly adapted to the harsh realities of life.
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As a teenager, Anastasia became involved in petty crimes like theft and extortion.
He soon caught the attention of local mob bosses and quickly climbed the ranks
of organized crime. His ferociousness and ruthlessness made him an ideal
enforcer, feared by both his enemies and associates.

The Murder, The Power, The Infamy
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In the 1930s, Anastasia joined the infamous organized crime syndicate known as
Murder, Inc. The group was responsible for numerous contract killings and played
a vital role in the mob's control over various illegal activities, notably gambling
and bootlegging.

Anastasia's rise to power was marked by a series of ruthless assassinations. His
fearsome reputation grew as he eliminated rival mobsters, gaining control over
lucrative territories. His ruthlessness was so extreme that he reportedly took
pleasure in his sadistic acts, earning him the nickname "The Mad Hatter."

The Formation of the Modern American Mafia

As the head of Murder, Inc., Anastasia became a key figure in the Mafia's
transformation from a loose network of gangs to a structured criminal
organization. His strategic mind and ability to consolidate power allowed him to
establish alliances with influential mob leaders.

Under Anastasia's leadership, the American Mafia expanded its influence. He
controlled numerous businesses, including nightclubs, casinos, and labor unions.
His connections reached into the political sphere, ensuring protection and
immunity from law enforcement.

Albert Anastasia's Mysterious Demise

On October 25, 1957, the legendary Mafia boss met an unexpected end. While
sitting in a barber chair at the Park Sheraton Hotel in Midtown Manhattan, he was
brutally shot and killed by masked gunmen. His murder remains one of the most
debated and controversial assassinations in mob history, with multiple theories
surrounding the true motive.



Some believe his time had come, as Anastasia's uncontrolled ambition and
violent nature had made him a danger within the Mafia's power structure. Others
speculate that his murder was orchestrated by rival mob factions or even law
enforcement agencies seeking to weaken the influence of organized crime.

The Legacy of the Lord High Executioner

Albert Anastasia's life was plagued with violence, infamy, and power. His story
serves as a chilling reminder of the dark underbelly of American history. While his
reign eventually ended, his legacy lives on, cementing his status as a legendary
figure in Mafia lore.

Al Capone may have been known as the "Scarface," and John Gotti as the
"Teflon Don," but it was Albert Anastasia who embodied the ruthlessness and
power that defined the golden age of organized crime. His name continues to be
whispered in hushed tones, a symbol of fear and reverence among those familiar
with his chilling exploits.

In

The story of Albert Anastasia is one that captivates and mystifies. The rise of a
humble immigrant boy to become one of the most feared mob bosses of all time
is a testament to the allure and danger of a life in organized crime. Though his
time came to a violent end, Anastasia's impact on the American Mafia cannot be
overlooked, and his legend will forever remain etched in the annals of criminal
history.
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The bloodsoaked saga of the Murder, Inc. legend who helped create the modern
American Mafia—one body at a time—featuring shocking eyewitness accounts . .
.

Umberto “Albert” Anastasia was born in Italy at the turn of the century. Five
decades later, he would be gunned down in a barber shop in New York City. What
happened in the years in between—and why every crime family had reason to
want him dead—is one of the most brutal and fascinating stories in the history of
American organized crime. This in-depth account of the man who became one of
the most powerful and homicidal crime bosses of the twentieth century from Mafia
insider and co-author Frank Dimatteo is the first full-length book to chronicle
Anastasia’s bloody rise from fresh-off-the-boat immigrant to founder of the
notorious killer’s club Murder, Inc.—featuring never-before-told accounts from
those who feared him most . . .

They called him “The One Man Army.” “Mad Hatter.” “Lord High Executioner.”
Albert Anastasia came to America mean and became a prolific killer. His
merciless assassination of Mafia godfather Vincent Mangano is recounted here in
chilling first-hand detail. He set the record: the first man in the history of American
justice to be charged with four separate murders—and walk free after each one.
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But in the end, he was the last obstacle in rival Mafia hoodlum Vito Genovese’s
dream of becoming the boss of bosses—and paid the ultimate price . . .
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