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The Vietnam War is a dark chapter in American history that continues to haunt
the nation even today. It was a conflict marked by political deception, hidden
agendas, and broken promises. Among the lesser-known aspects of this war is

the existence of the back channel diplomacy and undisclosed negotiations that
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ultimately led to what many consider a betrayal of both the American people and
the Vietnamese population. In this article, we will delve deep into the secret
dealings behind the scenes and shed light on the true extent of the Vietnam

betrayal.

The Back Channel: An

During the Vietnam War, while public statements and official negotiations were
being conducted, a parallel channel of secretive communications existed between
the United States government and various factions within Vietham. This back
channel, primarily operated by intelligence agencies, aimed to explore alternative
diplomatic options to the publicly declared strategies. These clandestine meetings
were often held in neutral countries and involved actors not officially associated

with the negotiation process.
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The existence of such a back channel allowed for the development of hidden

agendas and the pursuit of ulterior motives. While the American public was led to
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believe in peaceful negotiations and efforts to end the war, the back channel

diplomacy told a different story.

The Seeds of Betrayal

As the war dragged on, public sentiment grew increasingly against the U.S.
involvement in Vietnam. The anti-war movement gained momentum, bringing the
issue to the forefront of American consciousness. Many voices were calling for an
end to the conflict, demanding the withdrawal of troops and a negotiated

settlement.

Unbeknownst to the general public, however, the back channel negotiations took
a different approach. Behind closed doors, high-ranking officials were engaged in
secret discussions that sought to prolong the war and maintain American
dominance in the region. This widening gap between public rhetoric and hidden
agendas set the stage for one of the most significant betrayals in American

history.

The Double-Game: Promises and Deception

Within the back channel, promises were made, and false hopes were given to the
Vietnamese population. These secret negotiations, aimed at securing the
interests of the U.S., often involved contradictory statements and dishonest

tactics.

In the early 1970s, as peace talks seemed to be gaining traction, the U.S.
secretly promised the South Vietnamese government substantial military aid,
including air support. However, simultaneously, they were also engaging in
separate negotiations with the North Vietnamese, proceeding towards an

agreement to withdraw all U.S. forces within a set timeframe. This contradictory



approach left the South Vietnamese vulnerable and unsupported, contributing to

their eventual downfall.

Exposed Secrets: The Legacy of Betrayal

As the back channel diplomacy came to light in the following years, the American
people and the Viethamese population were left in disbelief. The revelations of
secret negotiations and the hidden agendas of their government shattered trust

and sparked anger and resentment.

The Vietnam betrayal not only had significant implications for the outcome of the
war but also deeply impacted American society. It contributed to a growing

disillusionment with the government and its secretive practices, leading to a loss
of faith in institutions and ultimately shaping the anti-establishment sentiment of

the following decades.

The back channel diplomacy and the subsequent betrayal during the Vietnam
War were instrumental in shaping the outcome of the conflict and leaving lasting
scars on the American psyche. By exposing the secrets and hidden agendas of
the past, we can shed light on the importance of transparency and trust in
government actions. The Vietnam betrayal serves as a reminder that the
consequences of hidden negotiations can be catastrophic, underscoring the need

for open and accountable diplomacy in all future conflicts.
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This is the second book in the Back Channel series written by William Bertram
MacFarland, who describes himself as “a Patriot, a Soldier, a Spy and an
Assassin.” MacFarland (better known in government circles as Bertie Mac) was a
Special Assistant to JFK and had his office in the West Wing of the White House.
Over time, he and President Kennedy became close personal friends and he was

included in the expanded family of President and Ms. Kennedy.

Bertie and Vice President Johnson mutually despised each other and Bertie was
shocked with disbelief when upon tendering his resignation to President Johnson
after Kennedy’s assassination, Johnson refused and insisted that Bertie stay on

as his Special Assistant.

Bertie’s story rivals any James Bond or Jason Bourne for excitement and intrigue.
Step behind the curtain into the White House, the Pentagon and our national
intelligence services and hang on for a wild ride through Geneva, Paris, Rome,

Stockholm, Sardinia, Bangkok and the secret war in Laos.

Bertie is such a natural story-teller that as you read about his life, you feel as
though you are listening to him reminisce as he sits across the table at a café in

Paris sharing a bottle of wine with you.
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