
The Wilderness Act And The Fight To Protect
Miners Ridge And The Public
Deep within the heart of the great Miners Ridge lies a battle that will determine
the fate of not only this majestic wilderness but also the rights of the public. The
fight to protect Miners Ridge, popularly known as the "hidden gem" of the
wilderness, has intensified in recent years, sparking discussions on the
importance of preserving our natural landscapes.

In 1964, the United States Congress passed the landmark Wilderness Act, which
aimed to protect designated wild areas and ensure their preservation for future
generations. This legislation was a response to the growing concern over the
rapid development and exploitation of natural resources around the country.

However, the fight to protect Miners Ridge and other wilderness areas is far from
over. Powerful special interest groups, often representing mining and commercial
industries, have continuously challenged the boundaries set by the Wilderness
Act in an effort to exploit the natural resources hidden within these pristine
environments.
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The Battle for Miners Ridge

Miners Ridge, located in the heart of the stunning Appalachian Mountains, is
renowned for its abundant biodiversity and untouched natural beauty. However,
beneath its picturesque surface lies a rich deposit of precious minerals, attracting
mining companies clamoring to claim their stakes.

Environmentalists and conservationists have rallied together over the years,
emphasizing the importance of keeping Miners Ridge untouched. They argue that
preserving this wilderness is not only crucial for ensuring the survival of countless
plant and animal species but also for providing future generations with the
opportunity to connect with nature in its most unadulterated form.

However, the opposing side argues that mining activities will boost the local
economy and create job opportunities for struggling communities in the region.
This contention has caused a rift between those who prioritize immediate
economic gain and those who advocate for the long-term preservation of natural
ecosystems.

The Relevance of the Wilderness Act

The Wilderness Act of 1964 plays a vital role in the current struggle to protect
Miners Ridge. This legislation established a framework for designating and
preserving areas as wilderness, ensuring that they remain "untrammeled by man,
where man himself is a visitor who does not remain." The act's primary objective
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is to preserve the ecological integrity of these areas by restricting any form of
development or exploitation.

The Wilderness Act provides legal protection for designated wild areas,
prohibiting activities such as mining, logging, and motorized access. However,
despite these protective measures, loopholes in the act have allowed special
interest groups to challenge these designations under the pretense of economic
development or resource extraction.

The Importance of Preserving Miners Ridge

Miners Ridge is more than just a stretch of land; it holds great ecological,
historical, and cultural significance. This wilderness area provides critical habitat
for numerous endangered species, acting as a sanctuary for their survival in an
increasingly fragmented world. Protecting Miners Ridge is crucial for maintaining
overall biodiversity in the region.

Additionally, Miners Ridge holds immense recreational value, attracting hikers,
climbers, birdwatchers, and nature enthusiasts from across the country. It serves
as a refuge from our increasingly urbanized lives, providing solace and inspiration
for those seeking a connection with the natural world.

Furthermore, preserving Miners Ridge is a testament to our commitment to future
generations. By protecting these wilderness areas, we ensure that our children
and grandchildren will have the opportunity to experience pristine landscapes and
marvel at the beauty of untouched nature.

The Fight for Public Rights

Crucially, the defense of Miners Ridge is not only about protecting the physical
land but also about advocating for the rights of the public. The Wilderness Act



ensures that everyone has the right to access and enjoy these designated
wilderness areas.

Allowing commercial interests to prevail over the preservation of Miners Ridge
would set a dangerous precedent, indicating that public lands are up for sale to
the highest bidder. This would undermine the fundamental concept of shared
ownership of public lands, where all citizens have an equal right to experience
and benefit from these natural spaces.

The Road Ahead

As the battle to protect Miners Ridge rages on, it is crucial for individuals to
support organizations and advocacy groups fighting to preserve this beautiful
wilderness. By staying informed, raising awareness, and participating in local and
national discussions, we can collectively ensure that the legacy of the Wilderness
Act remains intact.

Ultimately, the fight to protect Miners Ridge embodies a larger struggle to strike a
balance between economic development and the long-term preservation of our
planet's natural wonders. It requires us to reflect on our responsibility as stewards
of the earth and to recognize the intrinsic value of wilderness areas beyond their
potential economic gains.

Preserving Miners Ridge is not only about safeguarding a piece of land, but also
about protecting our shared heritage and the rights of future generations. It is a
valiant fight that calls upon us to unite, for the sake of the wilderness and the
public.
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Situated among the North Cascade Mountains of Washington State, in the
Glacier Peak Wilderness Area, Miners Ridge contains vast quantities of copper.
Kennecott Copper Corporation’s plan to develop an open-pit mine there was,
when announced in 1966, the first test of the mining provision of the Wilderness
Act passed by Congress in 1964. The battle over the proposed “Open Pit, Big
Enough to Be Seen from the Moon,” as activists called it, drew the attention of
both local and national conservationists, who vowed to stop the desecration of
one of the West’s most scenic places. Kennecott Copper had the full force of the
law and mining industry behind it in asserting its extractive rights. Meanwhile the
U.S. Forest Service was determined to defend its authority to manage wilderness.

An Open Pit Visible from the Moon tells the story of this historic struggle to define
the contours of the Wilderness Act—its possibilities and limits. Combining
rigorous analysis and deft storytelling, Adam M. Sowards re-creates the contest
between Kennecott and its shareholders on one hand and activists on the other,
intent on maintaining wilderness as a place immune to the calculus of profit. A
host of actors cross these pages—from cabinet secretaries and a Supreme Court
justice to local doctors and college students—all contributing to a drama that
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made Miners Ridge a cause célèbre for the nation’s wilderness movement. As
locals testified at public hearings and writers penned profiles in the nation’s
magazines and newspapers, the volatile political economy of copper proved
equally influential in frustrating Kennecott’s plans.

No law or court ruling could keep Kennecott from mining copper, but the pit was
never dug. Identifying the contingent factors and forces that converged and
coalesced in this case, Sowards’s narrative recalls a critical moment in the
struggle over the nation’s wild places, even as it puts the unpredictability of
history on full display.
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