
This Is Disciplinary Literacy - An Essential
Skill for Academic Success

In today's rapidly evolving world, the demand for comprehensive education has
drastically increased. Students are expected to excel in various subjects, but
often struggle to understand the unique language and textual conventions
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associated with each discipline. This is where disciplinary literacy comes into play
- a crucial skill for academic success.

What is Disciplinary Literacy?

Disciplinary literacy refers to the ability of individuals to understand, analyze, and
communicate using the language and conventions specific to different disciplines.
It is not limited to reading comprehension; instead, it encompasses the
specialized vocabulary, writing styles, and critical thinking strategies employed
within various academic areas.
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Whether it's interpreting complex scientific articles, analyzing historical
documents, solving mathematical problems, or understanding literary texts,
disciplinary literacy enables students to navigate and engage meaningfully with
diverse subject matter.

The Importance of Developing Disciplinary Literacy
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1. Enhanced Comprehension: Disciplinary literacy equips students with the
necessary tools to comprehend complex texts within their fields of study. By
understanding the language and textual conventions, students can extract
meaningful information and develop a deeper understanding of content.

2. Improved Critical Thinking: Developing disciplinary literacy fosters critical
thinking skills. Students learn to evaluate information, make connections, and
draw informed s based on evidence presented in different disciplinary texts.

3. Effective Communication: Disciplinary literacy empowers students to express
their ideas accurately and coherently within specific academic contexts. It
enables them to communicate effectively with peers, teachers, and experts in
their respective fields.

Strategies for Developing Disciplinary Literacy

1. Vocabulary Acquisition: Each academic discipline possesses its own
vocabulary, and students must proactively learn and familiarize themselves with
key terms. Flashcards, online quizzes, and interactive games can be helpful tools
in expanding disciplinary vocabulary.

2. Close Reading: Encouraging students to analyze and critically engage with
disciplinary texts promotes a deeper understanding. Teachers can guide students
through close reading exercises, emphasizing comprehension and the
identification of key ideas.

3. Writing Across Disciplines: Assigning writing tasks that vary across subjects
allows students to practice adapting their writing styles to meet the requirements
of specific disciplines. This supports their ability to communicate ideas effectively
within different academic contexts.



4. Collaborative Discussions: Promoting class discussions that revolve around
disciplinary texts encourages students to articulate their thoughts, ask questions,
and engage in meaningful conversations about the subject matter. This enhances
their understanding and communication skills.

The Future of Disciplinary Literacy

As the world becomes increasingly specialized and interconnected, the need for
disciplinary literacy will continue to grow. Employers are seeking individuals who
possess multi-disciplinary skills and can navigate diverse professional
environments. Disciplinary literacy has the potential to shape not only academic
success but also future career prospects.

With ongoing advancements in technology and access to vast amounts of
information, individuals who can effectively engage with disciplinary texts and
communicate across various domains will be better equipped to succeed in a
knowledge-driven world.

Disciplinary literacy is an essential skill for academic success and beyond. It
allows students to comprehend, analyze, and communicate effectively within
diverse subjects. By developing this skill, students enhance their comprehension,
critical thinking, and communication abilities, preparing them for a successful
future.

Investing in strategies to develop disciplinary literacy will empower students to
navigate complex academic environments, grasp intricate concepts, and excel in
their chosen fields. It is a skill that unlocks doors to limitless opportunities and
paves the way for lifelong learning.
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Disciplinary Literacy is about to go from theory to game plan—taking students
from superficial understanding to deep content expertise. And guess what?
ReLeah Lent’s big secret lies in highlighting each content area’s differences—
advancing a discipline-specific model in which literacy is used as a tool for
strategic thinking, reading, writing, and doing within each field.

That’s right—no more reading strategies used uniformly across the curriculum.
Instead, This Is Disciplinary Literacy helps content-area teachers put into action
the key literacies of their specialties. Teaching science? Students must evaluate
evidence and question as they read. History? Comparing and contrasting sources
and interpreting the import of events are key. Writing in Math? Accuracy is
favored over elaboration and craft. Reading fiction in ELA? Synthesizing and
attuning to voice and figurative language reign supreme. Students fully own
knowledge because your instruction zeroes in on the academic habits that matter
most. 

Content area by content area, ReLeah shows how to immediately incorporate
these literacies into lessons, units, and project-based learning. Inside you’ll find:
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"Spotlights" on all major disciplines that highlight how implementation looks
in real classrooms 

Extend and Adapt sections with ideas for augmenting activities for students
who need different challenges or support, tips for companion activities, and
digital sources for short texts and video

Q&A sections bringing both reassurance and get-it-done advice 

New ways to re-boot essential research-based practices that work in any
field—reading, writing, inquiry, and collaboration

Free companion website featuring a complete PD workshop with PowerPoint
slides for ready-to-go professional learning

And best of all, students not only engage in the genuine intellectual challenges of
the disciplines—they are eager to do so! This Is Disciplinary Literacy gives
students entrance to the global communities of practice, and provides schools,
districts, and teachers with a proven approach that makes college-and-career-
readiness a reality. 

Featured Book: 
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