
Tim Sharp: An Extraordinary Journey From
Being Diagnosed With Autism To Becoming
An Inspiration

A diagnosis of autism can be a life-altering moment for both the individual and
their family. However, some exceptional individuals defy all odds and transform
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their challenges into extraordinary achievements. Tim Sharp, a young Australian
artist, is a perfect example of how determination, creativity, and unconditional
support can lead to remarkable success.

Early Life and Diagnosis

Tim Sharp was born in 1988 in Brisbane, Australia. At the age of three, he was
diagnosed with autism, a neurodevelopmental disorder that affects
communication and social interaction. Tim's parents, Judy and Neville Sharp,
were faced with the unique challenges of raising a child on the autism spectrum.
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Like many individuals with autism, Tim struggled with verbal communication and
exhibited repetitive behaviors. His parents found solace in his passion for
drawing, which became an integral part of his life. Art became Tim's voice when
words failed him, allowing him to express his thoughts and emotions in a way that
transcended spoken language.
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The Birth of Laser Beak Man

Tim's artistic talents flourished during his teenage years. At the age of 11, he
created a character named Laser Beak Man, a superhero inspired by his love for
birds and laser beams. Laser Beak Man had a unique appearance with bright
colors and distinctive geometric shapes.
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Tim's vibrant and visually striking artwork caught the attention of many, including
his family and friends. Recognizing his talent, Tim's mother, Judy, encouraged
him to share his art with the world. With his mother's unwavering support, Tim
held his first exhibition at the age of 16, showcasing the imaginative world of
Laser Beak Man.

The Rise to International Success

The uniqueness of Tim's artwork drew widespread acclaim, leading him to gain
recognition locally and internationally. His distinctive style and interpretation of the
world through Laser Beak Man resonated with people of all ages, captivating art
enthusiasts and collectors alike.

In 2005, Tim won the Character Design Category at the “Outsider Art Awards,”
solidifying his position as an extraordinary talent. As his popularity grew, Tim had
exhibitions in renowned galleries and museums around the world, including the
Melbourne International Arts Festival and the Museum of Contemporary Art in
Sydney. His work has been featured in various publications and documentaries,
inspiring countless individuals.

Tim's Impact on Autism Awareness

Tim Sharp's journey has had a significant impact on the autism community. His
determination and artistic achievements have shattered stereotypes and
misconceptions surrounding autism. Tim's story serves as a powerful reminder
that individuals with autism possess unique talents and strengths that deserve
recognition.

Furthermore, Tim's success has helped to raise awareness about autism
worldwide. His artwork has become a symbol of hope, highlighting the importance



of fostering creativity and providing support for individuals on the autism
spectrum.

The Power of Unconditional Support

Throughout Tim's journey, his parents played a vital role in supporting his artistic
endeavors. Their unconditional love and belief in his abilities allowed Tim to
flourish and overcome the challenges associated with autism. Judy Sharp has
become a passionate advocate for autism awareness, emphasizing the
importance of early intervention and embracing the unique talents of individuals
with autism.

Tim's success story showcases the significance of providing an inclusive
environment for individuals with autism. By nurturing their passions and providing
appropriate support, the world can witness the extraordinary potential that lies
within each person on the autism spectrum.

An Inspiration for Future Generations

Tim Sharp's extraordinary journey from being diagnosed with autism to becoming
an internationally recognized artist serves as an inspiration for future generations.
He is a testament to the fact that a diagnosis should never limit one's potential.

Tim's story encourages society to redefine its perspective on autism and embrace
the diverse talents that exist within the autism community. Through his creativity,
Tim continues to break down barriers, challenge stereotypes, and inspire
individuals to pursue their dreams.

In , Tim Sharp's journey from diagnosis to becoming an inspiration reminds us of
the incredible resilience of the human spirit. His artistic talents have transcended



the limitations of autism, leaving an indelible mark on the world of art and raising
awareness about autism in the process.

Tim's story teaches us that with unwavering support, determination, and a touch
of creativity, individuals with autism can achieve extraordinary things and make a
lasting impact.
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Tim Sharp and his magnificent creation, Laser Beak Man, are now major names
in the world of international art. But the journey to this point has been an
extraordinary one. When Judy Sharp took her three-year-old son Tim to a
paediatric specialist, he was diagnosed with autism so severe that she was told
he would never be able to talk or learn to live in a normal household, and that he
was incapable of love, even towards his own mother. The advice at the time was
that he would be better off in an institution.
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Just over twenty years later, Tim's joyful artworks and drawings involving his
superhero, Laser Beak Man, have been exhibited around the world. From the
Powerhouse in Brisbane to the Museum of Contemporary Art in Sydney to the
Museum of Modern Art in New York, some of the world's greatest galleries have
showcased Tim and his amazing career. Laser Beak Man's appeal is so
widespread it's gone on to inspire, among other things, an eight-part animated
children's TV series and a Broadway play in New York.

A Double Shot of Happiness (from the title of one of Tim's favourite artworks) is
Judy's beautiful and heartfelt account of Tim's odyssey from that terrible
diagnosis to his emergence as an acclaimed artist and a fulfilled, loving and loved
young man. It's a story that has involved many hurdles, moments of despair and
incredible hard work from Tim, Judy, his brother Sam and all those who have
helped them, but that is ultimately moving, inspiring and triumphant.
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