Tune Your Story Into Harmony And Alignment
To Create Better Reading Experience

Have you ever read a story that had you captivated from page one? The kind of
story that made you forget about reality and transported you to a different world?
What if | told you that there is a way to create that same magical reading

experience for others?

As authors, we have the power to craft stories that resonate with readers on a
deep level. We can take them on a journey filled with emotions, suspense, and
excitement. But in order to do that, we need to ensure our stories are in harmony

and alignment.

Harmony: The Perfect Blend of Elements

Just like in music, harmony in storytelling refers to the perfect blend of elements
working together to create a cohesive experience. These elements include

character development, plot structure, pacing, setting, dialogue, and more.
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When these elements are in harmony, the story flows seamlessly, drawing
readers in and keeping them engaged. Characters come to life, the plot unfolds

naturally, and the emotions evoked in readers are genuine.

Character development is especially crucial in creating harmony. Readers want to
connect with the characters they encounter in a story, to feel their joys and
sorrows, to root for them or despise them. By giving characters depth, flaws, and

motivation, we make them relatable and compelling.

Alignment: A Well-Structured Story

While harmony focuses on the individual elements, alignment is about the overall
structure of the story. It ensures that each part contributes to the overall narrative

and serves a purpose.

A well-structured story has a clear beginning, middle, and end. The plot
progresses in a logical and satisfying manner, with each scene building upon the

previous one. Every chapter, paragraph, and sentence has a reason to exist.

Alignment also involves the use of literary devices and techniques to enhance the
reading experience. Imagery, metaphors, foreshadowing, and symbolism all add
depth and richness to a story, bridging the gap between the conscious and

subconscious minds of readers.

Create Better Reading Experience

So, how can you tune your story into harmony and alignment to create a better

reading experience for your audience?
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Planning and Outlining

Before you start writing, take the time to plan and outline your story. Identify the
major plot points, character arcs, and themes you want to explore. This will help

you maintain focus and ensure that every scene and chapter serves a purpose.

Character Development

Invest time in developing your characters. Give them unique traits, backstories,
and desires. Understand their motivations and how they contribute to the overall

story. This will make your characters multi-dimensional and relatable.

Plot Structure

Craft a solid plot structure that keeps readers engaged and wanting more. Make
sure there is conflict, suspense, and a clear resolution. Take your readers on a

journey where each twist and turn is purposeful and drives the story forward.

Pacing and Tension

Pacing is crucial in maintaining a reader's interest. Vary the pace throughout your
story, balancing moments of tension and relaxation. Create suspense and keep
readers on the edge of their seats, eagerly flipping pages to find out what

happens next.

Editing and Revising

Once you have completed your first draft, go through the editing and revising
process meticulously. Polish your prose, eliminate unnecessary scenes, and
ensure that every word in your story serves a purpose. Seek feedback from beta

readers or hire a professional editor to provide you with honest feedback.

By tuning your story into harmony and alignment, you can create a better reading

experience for your audience. Captivate them from the first page, take them on



an emotional journey, and leave them longing for more. Craft stories that

resonate, inspire, and stay with readers long after they finish the last page.

So go ahead, sharpen your writing skills, and create stories that are both

harmonious and aligned. Your readers will thank you for it.
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What makes a story feel connective, engaging, and complete?

If you've read dozens of storytelling craft books and still don't have a strong
answer to that question, you'll love how Story Symmetry doesn't give you another

laundry list of items that your story is supposed to have.

Instead, Story Symmetry attempts to reveal the connections between the various
parts of story so that you can more easily build cohesive plots, characters,
themes, and settings—without having to stress over the decisions because

(surprise!) you’ve probably already made them in another area of your book.
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Included in the book:

- Monica's Story Symmetry Framework, which shows you the many layers of a
story and how they each relate to each other

- Translation guides for building out your story (for example, how you can use
character to build your theme, and vice-versa)

- The Ultimate Novel Plotter beat sheet to help you weave all the elements of
your story into one cohesive document

- Tons of examples from some of the most popular stories of our time, including
Harry Potter, The Hunger Games, the Twilight series, Star Wars, Lord of the
Rings, How To Get Away With Murder, A Song of Ice and Fire, and more.

If you’ve struggled to get 5-star reviews on your stories or build an audience of
people dying to get your next book, Story Symmetry will help you identify areas of
improvement and even show you how a few small tweaks in your currently

available content can make a massive difference in your sales!

Formerly published under the title Nail Your Story. Revised edition updated in
2021.
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