
Unlocking Rights: The Legal Recognition Of
Sign Languages
Picturing a world where everyone is equal and has the same opportunities is a
universal dream. And yet, for millions of deaf individuals around the world, society
still falls short in ensuring their linguistic rights. Sign languages have long been
misunderstood and dismissed. However, as awareness grows and progress is
made, the legal recognition of sign languages is becoming an increasingly
pressing matter.

The Power of Sign Languages

Sign languages are complete, natural languages with their own grammatical
structures and syntax. They are not simply gestures or visual representations of
spoken languages; they are distinct languages used by deaf communities
worldwide.

For centuries, sign languages were considered mere simplifications of spoken
languages, resulting in the suppression and oppression of deaf people. It wasn't
until the mid-20th century that linguists and researchers began recognizing the
richness and complexity of sign languages, leading to a better understanding of
their importance.

The Legal Recognition of Sign Languages:
Advocacy and Outcomes Around the World
by Christine Mitchell (Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 23871 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/vpYnM/The-Legal-Recognition-of-Sign-Languages-Advocacy-and-Outcomes-Around-the-World.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/vpYnM/The-Legal-Recognition-of-Sign-Languages-Advocacy-and-Outcomes-Around-the-World.pdf


Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 591 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

Sign languages provide deaf individuals with the ability to communicate, express
themselves, and access information on an equal basis with hearing individuals.
They are crucial for deaf people's social inclusion, education, and overall well-
being.

The Struggle for Recognition

Despite the undeniable value of sign languages, legal recognition has been
elusive. Many countries still fail to acknowledge the linguistic rights of deaf
individuals and consider sign languages inferior to spoken languages. This lack of
recognition perpetuates barriers and discrimination against the deaf community.

However, progress is being made. The United Nations Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) explicitly recognizes the importance of
sign languages. It emphasizes the right of deaf individuals to use their preferred
language and calls upon states to promote and preserve sign languages.

Additionally, several countries have taken steps towards legal recognition. New
Zealand, for example, became the first country to grant sign language official
status in 2006. Since then, countries like Finland, Uganda, and South Africa have
followed suit. These landmarks signify a growing acknowledgment of the linguistic
rights of deaf individuals.

The Benefits of Legal Recognition
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Legal recognition of sign languages is crucial in ensuring the equal participation
and inclusion of deaf people in society. It is a fundamental step towards breaking
down systemic barriers and promoting true equality.

By legally recognizing sign languages, governments can commit to providing
accessible services and resources for the deaf community. This includes ensuring
sign language interpretation in important public settings, such as courts,
hospitals, and educational institutions.

Moreover, legal recognition instills confidence and pride in the deaf community. It
validates their linguistic and cultural identity, boosting self-esteem and removing
the stigma associated with sign languages.

Challenges and Future Steps

While progress has been made, challenges remain. One significant hurdle is the
lack of standardized sign languages across countries. Even within the same sign
language, variations can exist, leading to potential communication barriers.

A key solution lies in promoting the standardization of sign languages, allowing
for easier communication among deaf individuals globally. This includes
developing comprehensive dictionaries, enhancing educational resources, and
encouraging cross-cultural communication among deaf communities.

Furthermore, advocacy plays a crucial role in pushing for legal recognition. By
raising awareness and organizing grassroots campaigns, individuals can inspire
change and highlight the importance of sign languages as an integral part of
human diversity.

In



The legal recognition of sign languages is an ongoing battle for equality and
inclusion. Deaf individuals deserve the right to freely express themselves and
participate in society without facing linguistic barriers.

As society continues to evolve, it is crucial to support efforts towards legal
recognition and create an inclusive environment for all. Let us work together to
break down barriers, promote equality, and ensure the linguistic rights of the deaf
community are protected and celebrated.
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This book presents the first ever comprehensive overview of national laws
recognising sign languages, the impacts they have and the advocacy campaigns
which led to their creation. It comprises 18 studies from communities across
Europe, the US, South America, Asia and New Zealand. They set sign language
legislation within the national context of language policies in each country and
show patterns of intersection between language ideologies, public policy and deaf
communities’ discourses. The chapters are grounded in a collaborative writing
approach between deaf and hearing scholars and activists involved in legislative
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campaigns. Each one describes a deaf community’s expectations and hopes for
legal recognition and the type of sign language legislation achieved. The chapters
also discuss the strategies used in achieving the passage of the legislation, as
well as an account of barriers confronted and surmounted (or not) in the
legislative process. The book will be of interest to language activists in the fields
of sign language and other minority languages, policymakers and researchers in
deaf studies, sign linguistics, sociolinguistics, human rights law and applied
linguistics.
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