
Unlocking the Mind: Psychoanalyzing The
Politics Of The New Brain Sciences
Over the past few decades, advancements in neuroscience and brain imaging
technologies have revolutionized our understanding of the human mind. The
emergence of the new brain sciences has brought forth a wave of excitement and
enthusiasm, promising a deeper understanding of human behavior and potential
cures for various mental disorders. However, behind this facade of progress lies a
complex web of politics and power dynamics that play a crucial role in shaping
the way these scientific discoveries are presented, received, and utilized in
society.

Unveiling the Brain's Secrets

With innovations such as functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) and
optogenetics, researchers can now delve into the intricate workings of the brain
with unprecedented detail. These techniques have allowed scientists to map
neural pathways, observe brain activity in real-time, and explore the potential for
cognitive enhancement and manipulation. The possibilities seem endless, but as
with any newfound power, the ethical implications cannot be overlooked.

The Rise of Neuroculture

As the new brain sciences gain momentum, a new field known as neuroculture
has emerged. Neuroculture encompasses the intersection of neuroscience,
culture, and society, with a particular focus on how neuroscience is shaping our
understanding of ourselves and the world around us. This field explores the social
and cultural impacts of neuroscience research, recognizing that scientific
discoveries are not made in a vacuum but are influenced by existing power
structures.



Psychoanalyzing the Politics of the New Brain
Sciences by Robert Samuels (1st ed. 2017 Edition, Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 510 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 150 pages

Within neuroculture, it becomes evident that politics play a significant role in the
advancement and dissemination of brain science knowledge. Political processes,
such as funding allocation and research priorities, can shape the direction of
research and what areas receive the most attention. These decisions, often made
by government agencies, can be influenced by societal demands, economic
interests, and even personal agendas.

The Power Dynamics of Brain Science

Power dynamics are inherent in any field of scientific inquiry, and the new brain
sciences are no exception. As governments, institutions, and corporations invest
in brain research, questions about who controls the knowledge and how it is used
begin to arise.

Some argue that the commodification of brain science allows powerful entities to
gain control over our understanding of the mind. Pharmaceutical companies, for
instance, have a vested interest in promoting the biomedical model of mental
health, which often leads to the prescription of medication rather than addressing
the underlying psychological factors. This approach favors profitability over
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holistic approaches that may prioritize talk therapy or other non-pharmaceutical
interventions.

The Role of Psychoanalysis

Psychoanalysis, pioneered by Sigmund Freud, provides a valuable framework for
understanding the politics of the new brain sciences. It emphasizes the
unconscious and the ways in which our desires, fears, and motivations influence
our behavior. By applying psychoanalytic concepts to the field of neuroscience,
we can unveil the hidden power dynamics and the individual and collective
psyches at play.

Psychoanalysis also highlights the role of the unconscious in shaping our
understanding of the mind. While brain imaging technologies provide insights into
neural activity, they fail to capture the complexities of the human psyche. Through
analysis of dreams, free association, and symbolic interpretation, psychoanalysis
offers a more holistic approach to understanding the intricate interplay between
biology, culture, and society.

The Need for Critical Evaluation

Recognizing the politics at play in the new brain sciences is crucial. As
individuals, we must critically evaluate the information presented to us and
question the motives behind scientific research. By engaging in dialogue,
supporting independent research, and advocating for a multidimensional
understanding of the mind, we can navigate the complexities of this emerging
field.

Ultimately, the new brain sciences have the potential to revolutionize our
understanding of the human mind and offer innovative treatments for mental
health disorders. However, we must not lose sight of the power dynamics at play.



By acknowledging the politics of brain science and applying a critical lens, we can
ensure that these advancements benefit humanity as a whole, rather than serving
the interests of a select few.

The Future of Brain Science and Society

The continued advancements in brain science are inevitable, and as a society, we
must navigate the ethical, social, and political implications that accompany them.
By engaging in interdisciplinary discussions, fostering transparency, and
incorporating diverse perspectives, we can shape the future of brain science in a
way that promotes social justice, ethical responsibility, and the overall well-being
of individuals and communities.

In , the new brain sciences offer tremendous potential, but the politics and power
dynamics surrounding them cannot be ignored. By psychoanalyzing these
intricacies, we can gain a deeper understanding of how scientific knowledge is
produced, disseminated, and utilized in society. With this understanding, we can
ensure that advancements in brain science are ethically and responsibly applied,
leading to a brighter future for all.
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This book argues that neuroscience, evolutionary psychology, and behavioral
economics often function as a political ideology masquerading as a new science.
In looking at works by Antonio Damasio, Steven Pinker, Richard Thaler, Cas
Sunstein, and John Tooby, Robert Samuels undertakes a close reading of the
new brain sciences, and by turning to the works of Freud and Lacan, offers a
counter-discourse to these new emerging sciences.  He argues that an
unintentional political manipulation of scientific thinking serves to repress the
psychoanalytic conception of the unconscious and sexuality as it reinforces
neoliberalism and promotes the drugging of discontent. 
This innovative book is intended for those interested in science, psychoanalysis,
and politics and offers a new definition of neoliberal subjectivity.
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