
Unlocking the Secrets: What You Can Learn
From Tigran Petrosian's Extraordinary
Defensive Skills
Chess is a game of strategy and intellect. It requires a deep understanding of the
game, anticipation of your opponent's moves, and the ability to defend against
any threats posed to your position. In the world of chess, there have been many
great players who have left an indelible mark on the game, but one name that
continues to be revered and admired is Tigran Petrosian.

Born on June 17, 1929, in Tbilisi, Georgia, Petrosian's rise to prominence in the
chess world was as remarkable as his defensive skills on the board. He became
the World Chess Champion in 1963 and successfully defended his title against
formidable opponents until 1969. Petrosian's unique and highly effective
defensive style earned him the nickname "Iron Tigran" and left a lasting impact on
the game of chess.

Tigran Petrosian: The Master Defensive Strategist

What made Tigran Petrosian stand out from his contemporaries was his
unparalleled defensive prowess. While most chess players focus on devising
aggressive attacking strategies to overpower their opponents, Petrosian took a
different approach. He had a deep understanding of the defensive aspect of the
game, which enabled him to neutralize threats and turn the tables on his
opponents.
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Petrosian's defensive style was characterized by his impeccable calculation,
subtle maneuvering, and the ability to find unexpected resources in seemingly
lost positions. He would patiently build fortresses around his position, making it
incredibly challenging for his opponents to break through. Petrosian's defensive
skills not only frustrated his rivals but also forced them to make mistakes, which
he exploited to secure victories.

The key to Petrosian's defensive success was his exceptional positional
understanding. He had an innate talent for evaluating the strengths and
weaknesses of a position, allowing him to choose the most suitable defensive
plan. His ability to foresee potential threats and close possible avenues of attack
made it extremely difficult for his opponents to launch successful offensives.

Learning from Petrosian's Defensive Style

While it may seem daunting to emulate the extraordinary defensive skills of
Tigran Petrosian, there are valuable lessons that chess players at all skill levels
can learn from his approach to the game:

1. Patience and Calmness
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Petrosian's defensive style was built on an unwavering patience and a calm
attitude. He never rushed his moves or succumbed to the pressure of an
aggressive opponent. Instead, he carefully analyzed the position, calculated the
possible consequences of his moves, and patiently executed his defensive plans.
This composed approach not only helped him weather storms but also often
unnerved his opponents.

2. Proactive Defense

Petrosian's defense was not passive. He understood the importance of actively
seeking ways to neutralize his opponent's threats. Rather than simply reacting to
the moves of his adversaries, Petrosian would proactively create counterplay and
exploit weaknesses in his opponent's position. This proactive approach enabled
him to not only defend effectively but also seize control and launch his attacks at
the right moment.

3. Solid Opening Choices

Petrosian favored solid, strategical openings that laid the foundation for strong
defensive positions. He often played the Caro-Kann Defense, the Nimzo-Indian
Defense, and other similar openings that allowed him to develop a solid and
flexible position on the board. By choosing openings that minimized risk and
maximized control, Petrosian ensured a stable base from which he could launch
his defensive maneuvers.

4. Positional Understanding

One of the most crucial aspects of Petrosian's defensive style was his
exceptional positional understanding. He had a deep knowledge of the principles
of pawn structure, piece activity, and the importance of key squares on the board.
This enabled him to create defensive structures that were incredibly difficult to



breach. Developing a strong positional understanding is essential for any chess
player looking to improve their defensive skills.

Tigran Petrosian's extraordinary defensive skills have left an indelible mark on the
world of chess. His ability to defend with precision, patience, and tactical insight is
something that chess players can learn from and aspire to emulate. By studying
Petrosian's games and understanding the principles behind his defensive style,
players of all skill levels can develop their defensive skills and establish a solid
foundation for their chess expertise. So, whether you are a beginner or an
experienced player, take inspiration from the Iron Tigran and unlock the secrets to
a more powerful defense in your chess games.
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Former Russian Champion Alexei Bezgodov explains for a wide range of players
how they can employ the skills of former World Champion Tigran Petrosian to
deal with adversity in their own games.

The aim of this book is to help amateur players to improve the standard of their
defensive play. In many training programs a serious analysis of the art of defense
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is missing. That is why most club players are much better at attacking than at
coping with difficult positions. This book will point the way to finding creative
solutions and save lots of points.

Written by former Russian Champion Alexei Bezgodov, on a subject that has
been neglected in many training programs: defense.
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