
Unraveling the Enigma of Harmonics In
Offshore Wind Power Plants
Offshore wind power plants have gained immense popularity in recent years as a
sustainable source of energy. Harnessing the power of the wind to generate
electricity, these plants are not only environmentally friendly but also contribute
significantly to reducing carbon emissions. However, as with any form of power
generation, offshore wind power plants are not without their challenges. One of
the key concerns in this context is the presence of harmonics.

Harmonics are essentially unwanted electrical currents or voltages that deviate
from the standard sinusoidal waveform, usually in the form of distorted or
additional frequencies. In the context of offshore wind power plants, harmonics
can be a result of various factors, such as power electronic equipment,
transformer nonlinearities, unbalanced loads, and even the electrical grid itself.
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Understanding the Impact of Harmonics

The presence of harmonics in offshore wind power plants can have several
adverse effects. Firstly, harmonics can cause increased stress on the electrical
equipment, leading to premature failures and increased maintenance costs.
Additionally, harmonic currents can induce excessive heating in power system
components, resulting in reduced efficiency and potential fire hazards.

Another significant concern associated with harmonics is their impact on power
quality. Harmonics can cause voltage and current distortions, leading to negative
consequences such as flickering lights, equipment malfunction, and
communication disruptions. Home appliances and sensitive electronic devices
are particularly vulnerable to the detrimental effects of harmonics.

Identifying the Sources of Harmonics

To mitigate the negatives associated with harmonics, it is crucial to identify their
sources within offshore wind power plants. Power electronic converters,
commonly used in wind turbine generators, are one of the significant contributors
to harmonics. These converters can introduce harmonics into the system when
not designed or operated properly.

Other potential sources of harmonics include transformer nonlinearities,
unbalanced loads, and the electrical grid infrastructure. Unbalanced loads, due to
asymmetrical power generation or uneven distribution of loads, can introduce
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harmonics into the system. Moreover, the connection of wind power plants to the
electrical grid can create resonance conditions, amplifying the effect of
harmonics.

Impact on the Grid and Solutions

Harmonics originating from offshore wind power plants can also have a significant
impact on the electrical grid itself. The transmission and distribution infrastructure
may experience increased losses due to harmonic currents, leading to system
inefficiencies. Moreover, harmonics can interfere with neighboring equipments
and facilities, resulting in power quality issues and disturbances in the overall grid
system.

Fortunately, there are several solutions available to mitigate the impact of
harmonics in offshore wind power plants. Implementing harmonic filters is one of
the most common approaches, where specially designed filters are used to
reduce the harmonic content in the system. These filters can be placed at various
points within the power plant, targeting the sources of harmonics.

Furthermore, modern power electronics systems are being developed with
improved harmonic performance, reducing the of harmonics into the system in
the first place. Advanced control strategies, such as pulse width modulation, are
utilized to ensure harmonic suppression and improved power quality.

Looking Ahead - Research and Development

As offshore wind power continues to grow in popularity and capacity, it is crucial
to invest in research and development to better understand and address the
challenges associated with harmonics. Ongoing studies are aiming to investigate
the impacts of harmonics on the performance and reliability of wind turbines and
associated systems.



Advanced modeling techniques and simulation tools are being utilized to evaluate
the dynamic behavior of power electronic converter systems and their interaction
with the electrical grid. Additionally, efforts are being made to improve the design
and control of transformer systems to minimize harmonic distortions.

In , while offshore wind power plants offer numerous benefits in terms of
renewable energy generation, the presence of harmonics can pose challenges
that need to be addressed. Understanding the sources and impacts of harmonics
is essential for developing effective mitigation strategies and ensuring the long-
term sustainability and reliability of offshore wind power plants.
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This book reports on cutting-edge findings regarding harmonic stability
assessment for offshore wind power plants (OWPPs). It presents a timely
investigation of the harmonic stability interaction between OWPPs on the one
hand, and associated control systems in the wind turbines and other power
electronic devices in the transmission system on the other. The book particularly
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focuses on voltage-sourced converter high-voltage direct current (VSC-HVDC)
and static compensator (STATCOM) systems. From a practical perspective, the
book reports on appropriate models for power electronic devices. It describes
how the frequency domain evaluation approach can be assessed by comparing
results obtained with the Nyquist stability criterion against the more detailed
electromagnetic transient based model realized in the PSCAD/EMTDC simulation
program. The book also provides a concise yet complete overview of large
OWPPs that incorporate power electronic devices on a broad scale, and
highlights selected challenges and opportunities in the context of real-world
applications.
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