
Unveiling George Washington's Rules Of
Civility And Decent Behavior
George Washington, the first President of the United States, was not only a
renowned military leader and statesman but also esteemed for his impeccable
manners and decorum. His commitment to etiquette and civil behavior was so
extraordinary that he even penned a set of Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior.
These rules, which he copied as a young man, encapsulated principles of
respect, humility, and kindness. In this article, we will delve into the remarkable
guidelines that shaped the character of one of America's founding fathers.



The Origins of the Rules

George Washington's rules were not of his own creation but rather a compilation
of French Jesuit standards from the late 16th century. These rules were meant to
instill young Washington with a strong foundation in proper behavior and to help
him navigate social situations with grace and dignity. Washington's dedication to
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studying and internalizing these societal guidelines fueled his rise to prominence
in both military and political arenas.
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The Importance of Civility

George Washington firmly believed in the profound impact of civility on society as
a whole. His rules highlight the significance of treating others with respect, which
fosters positive relationships, strengthens communities, and leads to greater
harmony. Washington himself strived to set an example of civility, recognizing its
power to elevate the human experience and create a better world for all.

Exploring George Washington's Rules

George Washington's Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior consist of 110
guidelines encompassing various aspects of life, from personal conduct to proper
table manners. These rules emphasize virtues such as honesty, responsibility,
and generosity. Let's take a closer look at some of the most notable guidelines
that shaped Washington's character:
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Rule 1: Every action done in company ought to be executed with
some sign of respect to those present.

This rule stresses the importance of acknowledging others and treating them with
dignity. Washington understood that displaying respect for others was the key to
fostering healthy relationships and building a strong social fabric.

Legacy and Relevance Today

George Washington's commitment to civility and decent behavior has left an
indelible mark on American history. While the world has significantly changed
since Washington's time, the principles he upheld remain relevant today. In an
era where incivility and rudeness seem to be growing problems, we can look to
Washington's rules as a guiding light towards a more courteous and inclusive
society.

In

George Washington's Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior offer timeless
wisdom on how to navigate social interactions and treat others with respect.
These guidelines, shaped by the French Jesuits, not only shaped Washington's
character but also served as a blueprint for a more civil society. As we reflect on
the principles outlined in these rules, may we strive to incorporate them into our
own lives and cultivate a more dignified and empathetic world.
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Taking his inspiration from a 16  century French manual on etiquette, young
George Washington compiled his own set of instructions under the title, The
Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior. These concise rules to live by have been
studied and copied by millions of readers eager to absorb Washington’s secrets
of success in life and work. Neither unduly severe nor sentimental, the rules have
stood the test of time and still reverberate today.

Unveiling George Washington's Timeless Rules
of Civility and Decent Behaviour
George Washington, the first President of the United States and one of
the Founding Fathers of the nation, is known for his courage, leadership,
and wise decisions. However,...
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