
Unveiling the Genealogies of Speculation
Materialism and Subjectivity Since
Structuralism
Over the past few decades, the fields of philosophy, sociology, and cultural
studies have witnessed a fascinating evolution in the exploration of materialism
and subjectivity. From the foundations laid down by structuralism to the
emergence of new theories and practices, this article aims to dive deep into the
genealogies that have shaped our understanding of these fundamental concepts.

Structuralism: A Revolutionary Paradigm Shift

In the mid-20th century, structuralism emerged as a groundbreaking movement
that challenged traditional approaches to understanding society, language, and
meaning. Figures like Ferdinand de Saussure and Claude Levi-Strauss paved the
way for a new understanding of human experience, arguing that meaning is not
derived from individual elements but rather from the relations between them.

Structuralism revolutionized multiple disciplines, including anthropology,
linguistics, and literary theory. By focusing on the underlying structures governing
our language, culture, and social systems, structuralists aimed to uncover the
hidden dynamics that shape human behavior and thought.
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Post-Structuralism: Deconstructing Boundaries

However, the dominance of structuralism did not go unchallenged. In the late
1960s and early 1970s, post-structuralism emerged as a critical response to the
limitations of structuralist thinking. Figures like Jacques Derrida and Michel
Foucault questioned the idea of fixed structures and instead emphasized the
fluidity and contingency of meaning.

Post-structuralism aimed to deconstruct the binary oppositions and hierarchies
that structuralism relied upon. It highlighted the power relations embedded within
language and knowledge production, ultimately challenging established norms
and discourses in society.

Speculative Realism: Beyond Human-Centered Perspectives

As the 21st century began, a new wave of thought known as speculative realism
emerged. Taking inspiration from previous philosophical movements, speculative
realists sought to move beyond human-centered perspectives and challenge the
anthropocentric biases present in many previous theories.

Figures like Quentin Meillassoux and Graham Harman argued for a renewed
focus on the non-human world and the objects that exist independently of human
experience. By rejecting the Kantian limitations placed on human knowledge,
speculative realists opened up new avenues for exploring the relations between
humans, objects, and the world at large.
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New Materialisms: Nurturing Material Agency

New materialisms, another contemporary development, have expanded the
understanding of materiality itself. Scholars like Karen Barad and Jane Bennett
have challenged the idea of matter as inert and passive, instead emphasizing the
agency and vitality of all material entities.

Through their work, new materialists explore the ways in which matter and
materiality actively participate in shaping social, cultural, and political processes.
By blurring the boundaries between the human and the non-human, new
materialists offer new perspectives on the world and challenge traditional
understandings of subjectivity.

Subjectivity: A Journey Through Time

Just as materialism has undergone transformative developments, our
understanding of subjectivity has also evolved over time. From classical concepts
of the self to postmodern reconstructions, subjectivity has proven to be a complex
and multifaceted concept.

From the works of Sigmund Freud and Jacques Lacan to contemporary thinkers
like Judith Butler and Donna Haraway, the notion of subjectivity has been
interrogated, deconstructed, and reconstructed. These thinkers have explored the
ways in which subjectivity is shaped by power, language, and social constructs,
and how it can be reimagined to challenge existing hierarchies and norms.

The Relevance Today: Navigating a Complex World

The genealogies of speculation, materialism, and subjectivity have profound
implications for our understanding of contemporary society. In a world
increasingly defined by complex systems, technological advancements, and ever-



evolving social structures, these theories provide critical tools for navigating the
intricacies of our reality.

By uncovering the hidden structures, power dynamics, and marginalized voices
that shape our world, we can challenge dominant narratives and envision
alternative possibilities. The genealogies of speculation, materialism, and
subjectivity offer fertile ground for ongoing debates and engagements, enabling
us to continually question and reimagine our society.

In

The journey from structuralism to the present day has witnessed significant
paradigm shifts in our understanding of materialism and subjectivity. From the
initial exploration of structures and meanings to the deconstruction of boundaries
and the emphasis on non-human agency, these genealogies continue to shape
contemporary thought.

As scholars and thinkers delve deeper into the intersections of materialism and
subjectivity, new possibilities for understanding and transforming our world
emerge. By critically engaging with these genealogies, we can open up new
avenues for inquiry, challenge prevailing paradigms, and foster a more nuanced
and inclusive understanding of our complex reality.
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Genealogies of Speculation looks to break the impasse between the innovations
of speculative thought and the dominant strands of 20th century anti-
foundationalist philosophy. Challenging emerging paradigms of philosophical
history, this text re-evaluates different theoretical and political traditions such as
feminism, literary theory, social geography and political theory after the
speculative turn in philosophy. With contributions from leading writers in
contemporary thought this book is a crucial resource for studying cultural and art-
theory and continental philosophy.
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