
Unveiling the Hidden Gems: Reading Kenneth
Frampton's Commentary on Modern
Architecture 1980
Modern architecture has always fascinated us with its bold designs, innovative
structures, and avant-garde approach. In the realm of architectural criticism, one
name stands out - Kenneth Frampton. His commentary on modern architecture in
1980 is a masterpiece that sheds light on the intellectual and aesthetic evolution
of this influential movement.

The Influential Voice of Kenneth Frampton

Kenneth Frampton is undoubtedly one of the most prominent architectural critics
and theorists of our time. Born in 1930, Frampton has spent decades exploring
the complexities of architecture and its role in society. His writings have been an
invaluable source of inspiration for both architects and enthusiasts alike.

In 1980, Frampton published his influential book, "Modern Architecture: A Critical
History." This magnum opus takes readers on a transformative journey through
the evolution of modern architecture, providing insightful commentary on various
architectural movements, styles, and key figures of the twentieth century.
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Understanding the Significance of Modern Architecture

To truly appreciate Frampton's commentary, it's essential to understand the
significance of modern architecture. This architectural movement emerged as a
response to the industrial revolution, rejecting historical styles and embracing
new materials, technologies, and design philosophies.

Frampton argues that modern architecture, at its core, carries a social and
political responsibility. It strives to create functional, sustainable, and egalitarian
spaces that address the needs of the masses. By challenging traditional norms,
modern architecture aimed to shape a utopian future.

An In-depth Exploration of Modern Architectural Styles

Frampton's book delves into various modern architectural styles, meticulously
dissecting their characteristics, influences, and impacts. From the early pioneers
of the International Style, such as Walter Gropius and Le Corbusier, to the
organic architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright, Frampton casts light on the visionary
architects who shaped the movement.

One of the key movements explored by Frampton is Brutalism. By analyzing
projects like Le Corbusier's Unité d'Habitation in Marseille and Alison and Peter
Smithson's Robin Hood Gardens, he highlights the functionalist and expressive
nature of this controversial style.

Furthermore, Frampton explores the advent of postmodernism in architecture,
with its witty and eclectic designs, exemplified by architects such as Robert
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Venturi and Michael Graves. He critically examines the movement's departure
from the modernist ideology, where historic references and ornamentation
regained significance.

Unraveling the Intellectual Depth of Frampton's Commentary

One of the fascinating aspects of Frampton's commentary is the intellectual depth
he brings to the subject matter. His analysis encompasses not only the
architectural aspects but also delves into historical, social, and cultural contexts,
providing a holistic understanding of modern architecture.

Frampton's critical eye dissects the triumphs and failures of modern architecture,
analyzing the movement's impact on urban planning, the role of public spaces,
and the relationship between architecture and power structures. His insightful
commentary challenges readers to question the societal effects of architectural
choices.

The Legacy and Relevance of Frampton's Commentary Today

Decades after its publication, Frampton's commentary continues to shape the
discourse on modern architecture. His thoughtful analysis remains relevant as
architects and scholars examine the past to inform the future. Frampton's words
offer guidance, fostering a deeper appreciation and understanding of the
architectural language.

Today, as we grapple with issues of sustainability, urban planning, and the role of
architecture in a rapidly changing world, revisiting Frampton's commentary is
more valuable than ever. It reminds us of the ethical and social responsibilities
architects hold and inspires us to strive for a better built environment.

In



Reading Kenneth Frampton's commentary on modern architecture in 1980 is a
transformative experience. Through his insightful analysis, we gain a profound
understanding of the intellectual and aesthetic underpinnings of this influential
movement. Frampton's words continue to guide us, urging architects and
enthusiasts alike to embark on a journey towards a more sustainable, inclusive,
and impactful future.
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Gevork Hartoonian presents a retrospective reading of the first edition of Kenneth
Frampton’s Modern Architecture: A Critical History, published in 1980. He
provides novel insights into the significance of Frampton’s historiography of
modern architecture and beyond. In exploring selected themes from Frampton’s
ongoing criticism of contemporary architecture, this book leads us to a critical
understanding of the past, the modernity of architecture’s contemporaneity. It
unpacks classificatory modes governing the three-part organization of Frampton’s
book, the constellation of which allowed him to hold on to an anteroom view of
history amidst the flood of temporalities spanning the period 1980–2020.
Contemplating Frampton’s book as an artifact stripped of temporality, this original
work reads Frampton’s historiography in the intersection of selected epigraphs
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and three images illuminating the book’s classificatory mode. Hartoonian
presents a valuable companion to Frampton’s A Critical History for readers
interested in the successes and failures of contemporary architecture’s
philosophical and theoretical aspirations.
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