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The Forgotten Heroes

When we talk about the American Civil War, the brave soldiers from different
states who fought for the Union often overshadow the tremendous contributions
made by the Connecticut soldiers. Connecticut played an essential role during
this tumultuous time, as thousands of its residents rallied to defend the Union and
abolish slavery. In this article, we will delve into the hidden history of Connecticut
Union soldiers, unearthing their stories of bravery and sacrifice long forgotten by

history.

Mobilizing for Battle
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Connecticut, a small state with a population that surpassed 460,000 during the
Civil War, contributed significantly to the Union cause. Approximately 55,000 men
from Connecticut served in the Union Army, with 4,000 of them paying the
ultimate price and giving their lives in the line of duty. From cities like Hartford and
New Haven to small towns nestled in the state's picturesque landscape,

volunteers eagerly joined the forces to uphold the values of freedom and unity.
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Battles Fought and Lives Lost

Connecticut soldiers participated in numerous critical battles, enduring
unimaginable challenges in the process. They fought in iconic conflicts like
Antietam, Gettysburg, and Fredericksburg, where they demonstrated unparalleled
bravery and resilience. Their presence was marked by the blood they shed on the
battlefield, their names etched onto countless headstones in cemeteries both

near and far.

Heroes Among Us

Within the ranks of Connecticut Union soldiers, countless stories of heroism and

selflessness emerge. Let us not forget men like William H. Carney, a former slave
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and the first black soldier to earn the Medal of Honor. Carney, originally from New
Bedford, Massachusetts, enlisted in the Connecticut 54th Infantry Regiment and

valiantly defended the Union flag during the attack on Fort Wagner in 1863.

The Home Front and the Women Who Supported

While the men were on the battlefield, the women of Connecticut took on new
roles as they supported the war effort back home. They worked tirelessly in
factories, contributed to fundraising initiatives, and provided aid to wounded
soldiers. These women also formed societies dedicated to the relief of soldiers'
families, making significant contributions to the overall welfare of the Connecticut

Union forces and their loved ones.

Remembering their Sacrifice

Today, it is crucial that we remember the Connecticut Union soldiers who fought
valiantly for the ideals they held dear. Their bravery and selflessness paved the
way for a united nation and marked the beginning of a long journey towards
equality for all Americans. Celebrating their sacrifices ensures that their names

and stories are not lost to history.

In

As we uncover the hidden history of Connecticut Union soldiers, we discover a
profound legacy of bravery, sacrifice, and resilience. Their contributions to the
Union cause were immeasurable, and their stories continue to inspire generations
to come. By remembering and honoring these forgotten heroes, we ensure that
their place in history is preserved and that their steadfast commitment to the

principles of freedom and justice remains etched in society's collective memory.
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Over fifty thousand Connecticut soldiers served in the Union army during the Civil
War, yet their stories are nearly forgotten today. Among the regiments that
served, at least forty sets of brothers perished from battlefield wounds or disease.
Little known is the 16th Connecticut chaplain who, as prisoner of war, boldly
disregarded a Rebel commander's order forbidding him to pray aloud for
President Lincoln. Then there is the story of the 7th Connecticut private who
murdered a fellow soldier in the heat of battle and believed the man's ghost
returned to torment him. Seven soldiers from Connecticut tragically drowned two
weeks after the war officially ended when their ship collided with another vessel
on the Potomac. Join author John Banks as he shines a light on many of these

forgotten Connecticut Yankees.
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The Forgotten Heroes When we talk about the American Civil War, the
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