
Unveiling the Hip Hop Legend: Steven Hager

“ "Hip Hop represents the marginalized voice of a generation—a
movement that started in the streets and became a vibrant global
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force. And in the midst of this revolutionary wave stands the legend
who paved the way for it all: Steven Hager." ”

When we think of Hip Hop, a myriad of influential figures spring to mind. From
Grandmaster Flash and DJ Kool Herc to Tupac Shakur and Jay-Z, the genre has
attracted and nurtured a multitude of talents over the years. However, hidden
behind the scenes lies an unsung hero, Steven Hager, who played a pivotal role
in shaping and defining the Hip Hop culture as we know it today.
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A Brief History of Hip Hop

Emerging from the South Bronx in the 1970s, Hip Hop quickly gained popularity
amongst young, marginalized communities. Originating from a mix of street
parties, DJing, graffiti, and breakdancing, this cultural phenomenon used rap
music and spoken word to express the realities and struggles faced by people
living in urban environments. It became a platform for resistance, storytelling, and
artistic expression.
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While many attribute the origins of Hip Hop to its musicians and rappers, the
cultural movement owes its structure and awareness to Steven Hager. Born in
1951, Hager immersed himself in the world of music journalism from an early
age, working for various publications and covering concerts and festivals with
great enthusiasm.

Steven Hager: A Journey through Hip Hop

In the late 1970s, Hager's path intertwined with that of Hip Hop when he became
an editor for "High Times" magazine—a publication famous for its focus on
counterculture movements and the recreational use of marijuana. Hager quickly
recognized the potential of Hip Hop as not just a form of music but as a powerful
cultural movement.

With his role at "High Times," Hager had a platform to showcase the emerging
Hip Hop scene. He introduced the concept of "Hip Hop Journalism," and through
his articles, he shed light on the pioneers, the artists, the history, and the
struggles that molded the movement.

It was in 1984 that Hager made his mark when he created the "Hip Hop Hall of
Fame Awards," the first recognition ceremony dedicated to honoring the
exceptional individuals who contributed to the genre's growth. This event paved
the way for future award shows and provided a platform for acknowledgment
within the community.

Hager's Advocacy for Positive Change

Steven Hager's dedication to the Hip Hop culture extended beyond writing and
organizing award shows. He became a renowned public speaker and actively
fought against the negative portrayal and misunderstandings surrounding the
genre.



His book, "Hip Hop: The Illustrated History of Break Dancing, Rap Music, and
Graffiti," published in 1984, offered a comprehensive insight into Hip Hop's
evolution. It aimed to educate the public about the values, struggles, and essence
of this movement, allowing individuals to see beyond the stereotypes perpetuated
by mainstream media.

Throughout his career, Hager worked tirelessly to advocate for social change
through Hip Hop. He believed in its power to unite individuals from diverse
backgrounds and inspire them to reflect on their experiences and initiate
meaningful conversations about race, identity, and justice.

The Legacy of Steven Hager

Although not widely recognized by the mainstream audience, Steven Hager's
contributions to Hip Hop are immeasurable. He tirelessly championed the genre
from its humble beginnings, shining a spotlight on the artists, activists, DJs,
promoters, and fans that kept the movement alive.

Hager's passion for Hip Hop and his relentless efforts to ensure its growth and
preservation earned him the respect and gratitude of the community. He remains
an influential figure in the history of the genre, inspiring countless individuals to
pursue their creative dreams fearlessly.

Steven Hager, the unsung hero of Hip Hop, played a crucial role in amplifying the
voices of the marginalized through his writing and advocacy. He brought Hip Hop
to the forefront and fought against its misrepresentation, perpetuating its power to
effect social change.

As we celebrate the achievements and contributions of the legendary figures in
Hip Hop, let us not forget the pioneers who laid the groundwork for this influential



movement. Steven Hager's legacy lives on, forever imprinted in the DNA of Hip
Hop culture.
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This book represents the Holy Grail of early hip hop journalism, written by the
only professional journalist to travel to the South Bronx in the early 1980s to
document the origins of the culture. For anyone interested in "first generation,"
this is the most authentic portrait of hip hop before commercialization took over.
Sadly, the hard copy book was published before its time and never saw the
distribution or sales it deserved. Copies of the original edition sell for as much as
$500. This special e-book version contains never-before-published interviews
with some of the main architects of hip hop culture. At some point, an illustrated
update with better formatting will likely be released at a much higher price.
Meanwhile you can get the original text with bonus interviews right now for under
$5.
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