Velvelee Dickinson: The Doll Woman Spy -
Unveiling the Secrets

When it comes to espionage, we often picture suave spies engaged in high-
stakes international affairs. However, in the shadows of history lies a lesser-

known but equally fascinating story of espionage: Velvalee Dickinson, famously
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known as the Doll Woman Spy. This incredible tale is filled with twists, turns, and

a cast of characters that could easily belong in a spy novel.
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The Innocent Beginnings

Velvelee Dickinson was born on July 18, 1893, in Sacramento, California.
Growing up, she had a fondness for dolls, an innocent passion that would later
weave its way into her life as a spy. Velvelee's love for dolls only increased with

time, eventually turning into an obsession.

As an adult, Dickinson moved to New York City and opened her own doll shop,
where she meticulously created and sold dolls. Her craftsmanship gained her a
reputation, and soon her dolls found their way into the homes of wealthy families

and collectors across the country.

The Unexpected Twist

Little did anyone know that behind Velvelee's cheerful demeanor and doll-making
artistry, she was harboring a secret life as a spy. During World War Il, Dickinson

became entangled in a web of espionage, working as an agent for Japan.
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Utilizing her doll business as a cover, Dickinson would secretly send coded
messages to her Japanese handlers. While her dolls seemed innocent to the
average customer, they concealed tiny pieces of microfilm containing vital

information for the enemy.

Japanese submarines lurking off the coast of California would receive her
transmissions, and the information she passed on would be put to use by
Japanese intelligence. Velvelee Dickinson had become a crucial link between the

Japanese forces and their spies in America.

The Unraveling of Secrets

The law enforcement agencies engaged in counterintelligence were diligently
monitoring suspicious activities across the country, bending every effort to protect
national security. In this tense environment, it was only a matter of time before the

Doll Woman Spy's secrets would be uncovered.

In 1944, postal inspectors intercepted one of Dickinson's letters sent under a
false name. Decoding the message hidden within the doll, they realized the
dangerous truth. They launched a full investigation, piecing together the intricate

web woven by Velvelee Dickinson.

On December 10, 1944, the FBI arrested Dickinson, exposing her double life to
the world. As the trials unfolded, the true extent of her espionage activities

shocked both the court and the public.

The Aftermath

In 1945, Velvelee Dickinson stood trial for espionage and was ultimately
sentenced to nine years in prison. Despite her crimes, her case was a mystery

wrapped in peculiar circumstances, prompting questions that linger to this day.



What motivated a seemingly ordinary dollmaker to engage in espionage? While
many theories have been proposed, Dickinson herself never revealed her

motivations, taking them to her grave when she passed away in 1980.

Velvelee Dickinson's case also raises questions about the nature of espionage.
How does an individual go from making dolls to being a spy? How deep does the
web of espionage stretch? Dickinson represents a unique and captivating chapter

in the history of covert operations.

The Legacy Endures

The story of Velvelee Dickinson, the Doll Woman Spy, continues to captivate the
minds of historians and espionage enthusiasts alike. Her tale showcases the
mysterious underbelly of espionage, a world often hidden beneath the masks of

ordinary lives.

The intricate connection between dolls and espionage that Dickinson pioneered
highlights the creative methods used in the world of spy craft. It serves as a

reminder that nothing is as it seems.

Velvalee Dickinson, the Doll Woman Spy, will forever be remembered as an
enigmatic figure, her name forever etched into the annals of espionage history.
Her story stands as a testament to the depth of human intrigue and the infinite

possibilities that lie within.
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In the early 1930s, Velvalee Dickinson moved to New York City where she
opened her own exclusive doll shop. She built her reputation as an expert in rare,
antique, and foreign dolls. She traveled extensively around the country lecturing

and exhibiting her dolls while building a wealthy clientele.

Due to her husband’s poor health and her failing business, she accepted the role
as a spy for the Imperial Japanese Government. By hiding coded messages in
her correspondence about dolls, she was able to pass on to her Japanese

contacts critical military information about the US warships.

The FBI arrested her and charged her with espionage and violation of censorship
laws. She became the first American woman to face the death penalty on charges
of spying for a wartime enemy. Eventually the espionage charge was dropped,
and she was sentenced to 10 years at Alderson Correctional Facility and a
$10,000 fine. Four years into her stay at Alderson, Eunice Kennedy took a special
interest in Velvalee and helped her find employment once she left Alderson. Later,

Velvalee would become Eunice’s private secretary.

Velvalee Dickinson reached out to Eunice one last time when she was in her 70s,
asking for her assistance in getting a job at the New York World’s Fair. She

eventually disappeared, having lived her life after prison in anonymity.
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Velvalee Dickinson: The “Doll Woman” Spy is a carefully researched glimpse into
the “Doll Woman’s” life as a collector of dolls, and as the highest paid American

woman who spied for the Imperial Japanese Government during World War Il.
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