
Very Pukka Murder The Maharaja Mysteries:
Unveiling an Enthralling Whodunit
When it comes to murder mysteries, nothing quite compares to the charm and
intrigue of the Maharaja Mysteries series - an enthralling collection of novels that
will keep you on the edge of your seat from start to finish. One of the standout
titles from this remarkable collection is "Very Pukka Murder,” which takes readers
on a thrilling journey through the opulent world of Indian royalty. Get ready to
immerse yourself in a world of deceit, suspense, and unexpected twists as you
unravel the secrets behind this captivating murder mystery.

Unearthing a Hidden Gem:

Sometimes, a hidden gem lies buried within the vast ocean of literature, waiting to
be discovered by avid readers. "Very Pukka Murder" is a prime example of such a
gem. Penned by the talented author, Timothy Parker, this gripping tale transports
readers to pre-independence India, where the British Raj and the aristocratic
Maharajas coexist in an intricate dance of power and intrigue.

Parker skillfully weaves together historical elements and fiction, creating an
immersive experience that captures the essence of the era. The author's attention
to detail is remarkable, painting vivid images of grand palaces, beautiful
landscapes, and a rich cultural tapestry. As you dive deeper into the story, you'll
find yourself completely absorbed by the opulence and mystery surrounding the
Maharaja's world.
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An Unexpected Crime:

The story kicks off with an unexpected murder that sends shockwaves through
the tranquil realm of one of India's most influential Maharajas. The victim, a
wealthy British diplomat, is found dead under suspicious circumstances, leaving
everyone in the palace on high alert. With a web of potential motives and a
diverse cast of characters, it becomes increasingly difficult to discern friend from
foe.

Enter the charismatic detective, Inspector Ravi Mehra, whose razor-sharp
intellect and unrivaled investigative skills make him the perfect candidate to solve
this perplexing case. As he delves into the murky depths of the palace, Inspector
Mehra uncovers shocking secrets, hidden agendas, and unexpected alliances, all
while battling against the constraints of tradition and the shadow of colonial rule.

A Whirlwind of Twists and Turns:

As the plot thickens, readers are taken on a thrilling rollercoaster ride, filled with
unpredictable twists and turns. Just when you think you've figured out the puzzle,
new pieces emerge, leading you down unforeseen paths. The characters are
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multidimensional, each with their own well-guarded secrets, and their interactions
bring forth a level of complexity that keeps you guessing until the very end.

With the clock ticking and a legacy at stake, Inspector Mehra must uncover the
truth before chaos engulfs the Maharaja's kingdom. As readers, we are drawn
into this high-stakes investigation, eagerly turning the pages as the tension rises
and the consequences become increasingly dire. Expect sleepless nights and
frenzied excitement as you race against time to solve this captivating murder
mystery.

An Immersive Reading Experience:

What sets "Very Pukka Murder" apart is its ability to transport readers to a bygone
era, immersing them in a captivating world filled with mystery and intrigue. The
descriptive prowess of the author allows you to visualize the opulent landscapes,
exquisite architecture, and finely adorned characters.

With each turn of the page, you'll feel the palpable tension in the air, the weight of
the unsolved case bearing down on your shoulders. You'll find yourself
emotionally invested in the characters, torn between suspicion and empathy,
eager to untangle the intricate web that binds them all together.

An Instant Classic:

"Very Pukka Murder" is a masterpiece in its own right, combining historical
accuracy with compelling storytelling to create a mesmerizing murder mystery. It's
a testament to the enduring allure of the genre, leaving readers hungry for more.
Whether you're an avid fan of detective novels or simply looking for an enthralling
escape, this book is a must-read.



Prepare to lose yourself in the enigmatic world of the Maharaja Mysteries as you
embark on a quest to unravel the truth behind the “Very Pukka Murder.” Brace
yourself for a journey filled with suspense, unexpected revelations, and a touch of
old-world charm that will leave you wanting more.
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"Set in the tiny princely state of Rajpore, Indian comic book writer Gaind's first
novel is both a satisfying locked-room mystery and a keenly observed comedy of
manners." —Publishers Weekly

From the borders of icy Kashmir to the shark-infested shores of the Malabar
Coast, Major William Russell, the English Resident of the small, princely state of
Rajpore, is renowned as a straitlaced man of rigorous habit. When his valet
knocks on his bedroom door the morning after the 1909 New Year's Ball and
receives no response, he and the Resident's elderly secretary eventually task the
English Commandant of Cavalry with breaking it down. The Resident is dead in
his bed.
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His Highness Farzand-i-Khas-i-Daulat-i-Inglishia Mansur-i-Zaman Maharaja
Sikander Singh, Light of Heaven, Sword of Justice, Shield of the Faithful, sole
ruler of Rajpore, is slow to rise after the night of revelry. But news of the murder
galvanizes him. The fabulously wealthy Maharaja, who perforce has surrendered
much of his authority to the British, is a man of indolent habit although he keeps
himself thoroughly fit. A lover of luxury cars and beautiful women, his deepest
passion is for mysteries. He cannot resist an enigma, relishing a riddle and the
rush of resolving it. Like August Dupin and Sherlock Holmes, Sikander wields
careful and deliberate logic to crack puzzles that leave less intelligent men
confounded. Here is such an opportunity, and well timed—for the Maharaja,
resigned to another year of indolence, is almost fatally bored.

Abandoning the lavish comforts of his ornate palace, Sikander orders his massive
manservant Charan Singh into his Silver Ghost and speeds to the insular English
settlement. Despite the objections of the local Magistrate and the Superintendent
of Police, he works the crime scene and deduces that Resident was poisoned by
a massive dose of strychnine.

As a clock starts ticking—the British authorities dispatch their own investigator
from Simla—Sikander overcomes obstacles, false trails, and the growing hostility
of the English Establishment, while learning that Major Russell was not as pukka,
as proper, as he liked to pretend. Will the Maharaja work through a surplus of
suspects and motives before the British shut him down and cover up the truth
about the Major's death?

Arjun Gaind's clever, fascinating debut introduces an elegant new detective in the
tradition of Lord Peter Wimsey, while painting a scathing portrait of the British Raj.
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