
Waterbury Trolleys: Amazing Tales from John
Barylick’s Legacy
Waterbury, a scenic city in Connecticut, holds a fascinating history of trolleys that
were once the lifeline of its transportation system. Among the many individuals
who played a crucial role in preserving this heritage, John Barylick stands out as
an exceptional figure. Barylick's unwavering dedication and relentless efforts
towards reviving Waterbury's trolleys have left an indelible mark on the city's
cultural landscape.

Waterbury's trolley system began in the late 19th century and flourished until the
mid-20th century. The network connected various parts of the city, providing a
convenient and reliable mode of transportation for its residents and visitors.
However, as the automobile industry gained momentum, the trolley system slowly
fell into decline, ultimately ceasing operations in the 1940s.

John Barylick, a passionate advocate for public transportation, recognized the
value of preserving Waterbury's trolley heritage. His fascination with these
vintage vehicles began during his childhood, as he often marveled at the
remnants of the old trolley tracks that crisscrossed the city. This early exposure
sparked a lifelong commitment to preserving Waterbury's trolley legacy.
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The trolleys themselves became elusive, hidden away in scrapyards or tucked
behind closed doors. But Barylick's determination to bring them back into the
limelight for the community never wavered. He spent countless hours
researching, reaching out to collectors, and engaging with local organizations to
raise awareness about the historical significance of the trolleys.

It was in the early 1990s when John Barylick's breakthrough occurred. He
stumbled upon a forgotten Waterbury trolley car tucked away in a dusty
warehouse. The discovery ignited a renewed sense of purpose within him. With
great excitement, he gathered a team of like-minded enthusiasts and embarked
on an ambitious restoration project.

Through sheer perseverance and a remarkable attention to detail, Barylick and
his team painstakingly restored the dilapidated trolley car to its former glory. The
process involved sourcing authentic replacement parts, meticulously repairing the
interior, and even repainting the exterior to match the original color scheme. The
final result was nothing short of breathtaking.

Word of Barylick's restoration spread quickly, and soon, other trolley enthusiasts
from all over the country joined his cause. Together, they formed a dedicated
organization focused on preserving Waterbury's trolley cars and educating the
public about their historical significance. With Barylick at the helm, the
organization successfully acquired more trolley cars, restoring and showcasing
them at various events and exhibitions.

The revival of Waterbury's trolleys not only brought joy to local residents but also
attracted tourists from far and wide. Visitors marveled at the intricate
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craftsmanship, the vintage interiors, and the nostalgic charm exuded by these
restored trolleys. Barylick's efforts put Waterbury's trolleys back on the map, and
the city once again became a hub for trolley enthusiasts.

John Barylick's legacy continued to flourish, inspiring younger generations to
appreciate and preserve history. Under his guidance, Waterbury's trolley
organization established educational programs, offering children and adults alike
a chance to engage with this unique part of the city's heritage. Through
workshops, guided tours, and hands-on experiences, visitors learned about the
mechanics of trolleys and the impact they had on Waterbury's growth.

Today, John Barylick's vision thrives as Waterbury celebrates its rich trolley
history. The once-silent trolley tracks now echo with the sounds of laughter and
storytelling, as visitors hop aboard these vintage marvels for a journey back in
time. The city's commitment to preserving and honoring this heritage solidifies
Barylick's heartfelt efforts, ensuring that future generations will continue to
appreciate the legacy he left behind.

In , the revival of Waterbury's trolleys owes much to the dedication and passion of
John Barylick. His unyielding commitment to preserving this important part of the
city's history has left a lasting impact on the community. Thanks to him and his
team, Waterbury's trolleys now serve as a tangible reminder of the past,
connecting residents and visitors to a bygone era.
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Waterbury Trolleys traces the growth and expansion of the streetcar system
throughout the Naugatuck Valley. This system became part of the Connecticut
Company�s extensive streetcar network, spanning 1,138 miles statewide at its
peak in 1918. As automobiles became a primary mode of transportation, the
streetcar lines in Waterbury transitioned to bus routes. By 1937, streetcars were
officially replaced by buses. This wonderful collection of vintage photographs
documents the network of streetcars that once thrived in Waterbury.
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