
Weather As Medium Toward Meteorological
Art Leonardo
Weather has long been a fascination for humanity. From the awe-inspiring beauty
of sunsets to the destructive force of hurricanes, weather constantly influences
our lives and sparks our creative imagination. One artist who was particularly
intrigued by the power and dynamism of weather was Leonardo da Vinci.
Through his observations and artistic endeavors, Leonardo utilized the weather
as a medium for his meteorological art.

The Weather's Influence on Leonardo's Work

Leonardo da Vinci was not only a renowned painter but also a scientist and
inventor. His curious mind sought to understand the natural world and the forces
that shaped it, including weather patterns. He spent much of his time studying
meteorology, observing cloud formations, wind patterns, and the behavior of light
in different weather conditions.

Leonardo's fascination with the weather is evident in many of his paintings. Take,
for example, the iconic "Mona Lisa." The hazy background and the soft diffusion
of light on her face evoke a sense of mist and moisture in the air. Leonardo
meticulously captured the ethereal quality of the weather, creating a sense of
depth and atmosphere in the painting.
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Another notable example is Leonardo's masterpiece, "The Last Supper." The use
of chiaroscuro, a technique that utilizes strong contrasts between light and dark,
creates an intense atmosphere within the painting. The play of light and shadow,
coupled with the positioning of the figures, evokes a sense of an impending storm
brewing outside the confines of the room.

Leonardo's Meteorological Studies

Leonardo's artistic genius extended beyond the canvas. He meticulously
recorded his observations on meteorology in his notebooks, documenting various
weather phenomena such as rainbows, fog, and storms. His sketches of cloud
formations, wind patterns, and even tornadoes demonstrate his dedication to
understanding and capturing the essence of weather in his art.

In addition to his visual studies, Leonardo also explored the scientific principles
behind weather patterns. His understanding of how air currents and atmospheric
pressure influenced weather events was far ahead of his time. Leonardo's
scientific knowledge allowed him to represent weather accurately in his paintings,
adding an element of realism and authenticity to his meteorological art.

The Weather as Inspiration

Leonardo believed that the weather was more than just a subject to paint. He saw
it as a source of inspiration, a dynamic force that brought life and movement to
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his artworks. The ever-changing nature of weather provided him with a vast
palette of colors, textures, and moods to convey his artistic vision.

Leonardo often ventured outdoors to observe and experience different weather
conditions firsthand. He would take sketchbooks and paint directly in nature,
capturing the essence of the weather in his brushstrokes. This direct interaction
with the elements allowed him to infuse his art with a sense of immediacy and
energy.

Leonardo's fascination with the weather as inspiration extended beyond
traditional paintings. He experimented with various media, including watercolors,
inks, and even sculptures. Through these different mediums, he was able to
explore the ephemeral nature of weather and its influence on human perception.

Meteorological Art Legacy

Leonardo's meteorological art continues to inspire and captivate artists today. His
ability to capture the essence of weather in his paintings and scientific
observations remains unmatched. Many contemporary artists have embraced
weather as a medium for their artwork, creating installations, sculptures, and
digital works that embody the dynamic nature of weather.

From interactive installations that simulate thunderstorms to kinetic sculptures
that respond to wind patterns, the influence of Leonardo's meteorological art is
evident in these modern creations. The ability to harness the power and beauty of
weather as an artistic medium allows artists to engage with viewers on a visceral
level, blurring the boundaries between art and the natural world.

Weather is a powerful medium that has fascinated artists throughout history.
Leonardo da Vinci's exploration of weather in his art has left an indelible mark on
the world of meteorological art. His meticulous observations and scientific



understanding of weather patterns allowed him to depict weather with
unparalleled accuracy and depth.

Leonardo's legacy continues to inspire artists to explore the dynamic nature of
weather as a medium for their art. The ability to capture the ever-changing
atmosphere, the interplay of light and shadow, and the emotive power of weather
brings a unique dimension to artistic expression.

As we observe the sky and marvel at the beauty and unpredictability of weather,
let us remember Leonardo da Vinci and his profound appreciation for weather as
a medium toward meteorological art.
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An exploration of artworks that use weather or atmosphere as the primary
medium, creating new coalitions of collective engagement with the climate crisis.

In a time of climate crisis, a growing number of artists use weather or atmosphere
as an artistic medium, collaborating with scientists, local communities, and
climate activists. Their work mediates scientific modes of knowing and
experiential knowledge of weather, probing collective anxieties and raising urgent
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ecological questions, oscillating between the “big picture systems view” and a
ground-based perspective. In this book, Janine Randerson explores a series of
meteorological art projects from the 1960s to the present that draw on sources
ranging from dynamic, technological, and physical systems to indigenous
cosmology.

Randerson finds a precursor to today's meteorological art in 1960s artworks that
were weather-driven and infused with the new sciences of chaos and
indeterminacy, and she examines work from this period by artists including Hans
Haacke, Fujiko Nakaya, and Aotearoa-New Zealand kinetic sculptor Len Lye. She
looks at live experiences of weather in art, in particular Fluxus performance and
contemporary art that makes use of meteorological data streams and software.
She describes the use of meteorological instruments, including remote satellite
sensors, to create affective atmospheres; online projects and participatory
performances that create a new form of “social meteorology”; works that respond
directly to climate change, many from the Global South; artist-activists who
engage with the earth's diminishing cryosphere; and a speculative art in the form
of quasi-scientific experiments. Art's current eddies of activity around the weather,
Randerson writes, perturb the scientific hold on facts and offer questions of value
in their place.
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