Welcome to Forest Hills: Exploring the Beauty
and Rich History of this Iconic Neighborhood

Hidden away in the bustling borough of Queens, New York, lies an enchanting
neighborhood that transports you back in time while captivating you with its
natural beauty. Forest Hills, also known as the "Garden Spot of Queens," is a
neighborhood with a rich history, stunning architecture, and an abundance of
green spaces. In this article, we will delve into the captivating images that depict

the essence of Forest Hills and explore the fascinating stories behind them.

A Historical Overview

Forest Hills, initially developed around the turn of the 20th century, was designed
to encompass the concept of a picturesque English garden suburb. The

neighborhood's unique blend of Tudor-style homes, co-op buildings, and tree-
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lined streets adorned with elegant lamp posts perfectly capture the essence of a

bygone era.
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Throughout its history, Forest Hills has been home to several notable figures,
including famous musicians, actors, and authors who found inspiration within its
serene surroundings. From the iconic Forest Hills Tennis Stadium, which hosted
numerous legendary concerts, to the tranquil Forest Hills Gardens, this

neighborhood boasts an exciting past that continues to shape its present identity.

Exploring Forest Hills Gardens

One of the main highlights of Forest Hills is undoubtedly the stunning Forest Hills
Gardens, a picturesque private residential community built by the Russell Sage

Foundation in 1909. This meticulously planned neighborhood combines a
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harmonious blend of architectural styles, comprising Tudor, Colonial Revival, and

Georgian homes, each with its unique charm.

As you wander through the impeccably manicured gardens and elegant streets,
you'll be transported to a world that echoes the elegance of another time. The
Gardens evoke a sense of peacefulness, with winding paths, hidden courtyards,

and beautiful green spaces that invite you to take leisurely strolls and enjoy the

scenic beauty.

Among the architectural marvels within Forest Hills Gardens, The West Side
Tennis Club stands out as a historical gem. This iconic venue hosted the U.S.
Open Tennis Championships from 1915 until 1978. Its stadium, now converted
into a concert hall, witnessed numerous rock 'n' roll legends performing on its

illustrious stage, including The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, and Frank Sinatra.

Nature's Haven
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While Forest Hills impresses with its stunning architecture and rich history, it also

offers an abundance of lush green spaces for nature enthusiasts to explore. The
majestic beauty of Flushing Meadows-Corona Park, located nearby, provides a
haven away from the bustling city life. The park's sprawling meadows, tranquil
lakes, and iconic Unisphere make it a favorite destination for locals and visitors

alike.

Forest Park, with its picturesque hiking trails, horseback riding paths, and diverse
wildlife, offers a true escape into nature's embrace. As you wander through the
park's dense woodlands, you'll feel a sense of tranquility wash over you, making it

the perfect spot for a leisurely stroll or a moment of introspection.
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Forest Hills offers a unique blend of history, stunning architecture, and natural

wonders that continue to capture the imaginations of all who visit. It is a
neighborhood that beckons exploration and provides a welcome retreat from the

hustle and bustle of city life.

So, whether you have a penchant for historical architecture or an appreciation for
nature's beauty, Forest Hills is sure to captivate your heart. lts charming streets,
enchanting gardens, and lush parks will leave an indelible mark on your soul,
offering a serene respite in the midst of urban chaos. Discover the enchantment

of Forest Hills and immerse yourself in its rich tapestry of history and nature.
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Aptly named because of its hilly terrain and abundance of trees, the area now
known as Forest Hills was a dusty coal mining community in the late 1800s.
Centered between two major roads, the Lincoln Highway (Ardmore
Boulevard/U.S. Route 30) and the Greensburg Pike, Forest Hills was
incorporated in 1919 in order to gain better representation for tax money.
Technology put the town on the map with the first commercial licensed radio
station broadcast in 1920 and the Westinghouse Atom Smasher, built in 1937. As
the borough grew with new houses, schools, and parks, so did traditions such as
the Fourth of July celebration at Forest Hills Park and the Bryn Mawr Corn Roast.
Many who live in the community are third or fourth generation residents. Using

vintage photographs, Forest Hills presents the untold story of this tight-knit

community.
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