
What Ada Lovelace, Tom Paine, and The Paris
Commune Can Teach Us About Digital
In today's rapidly advancing digital age, it's essential to understand the historical
context that shaped our present reality. By examining the contributions of
influential figures such as Ada Lovelace, Tom Paine, and the Paris Commune, we
can gain valuable insights into the evolving digital landscape and learn vital
lessons for the future.

The Visionary Mind of Ada Lovelace

Ada Lovelace, often regarded as the world's first computer programmer, was a
woman far ahead of her time. Born in 1815, Lovelace demonstrated a keen
interest in mathematics and science, which eventually led to her collaboration
with Charles Babbage, the creator of the Analytical Engine.

Lovelace's most famous work was her pioneering notes on Babbage's Analytical
Engine, where she described an algorithm that could generate Bernoulli numbers.
This accomplishment laid the foundation for modern computer programming,
making Lovelace a true visionary.
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Today, her legacy reminds us of the importance of promoting diversity and
equality in the digital world. Lovelace's contributions serve as a powerful reminder
that innovation knows no boundaries, regardless of gender or background.

The Revolutionary Spirit of Tom Paine

Tom Paine was an influential figure during the American and French Revolutions
in the late 18th century. His writings, which include the famous pamphlet
"Common Sense," played a pivotal role in shaping public opinion and inspiring
radical change.

Paine's ideas centered around the power of the people and the need for a
government that represents the interests of the masses. His belief in democracy
and individual rights laid the groundwork for many of the principles we hold dear
today.

In the digital realm, Paine's ideals are more relevant than ever. As we navigate
issues of data privacy, surveillance, and government control, Paine reminds us to
question authority and fight for our rights in the digital space.

The Paris Commune and Grassroots Movements

In 1871, the Paris Commune emerged as a radical experiment in self-
government. After the fall of the French Empire, the people of Paris took control
of their city and established a decentralized, grassroots administration.

The Commune's short-lived existence showcased the power of collective action
and the potential of decentralized governance. Although ultimately suppressed by
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the French government, the Paris Commune serves as a reminder that
individuals coming together can create significant change.

Today, as we witness the rise of online communities and grassroots movements
advocating for various causes, we can draw inspiration from the Paris Commune.
The digital age provides unparalleled opportunities for collaboration and
mobilization, reminding us that real change starts at the grassroots level.

The Lessons for the Digital Age

Uncovering the stories of Ada Lovelace, Tom Paine, and the Paris Commune
teaches us valuable lessons about the digital world we live in today:

1. Innovation knows no boundaries: Ada Lovelace's groundbreaking work
reminds us that anyone, regardless of gender or background, can contribute
to technological advancements.

2. Question authority: Tom Paine's advocacy for individual rights urges us to
challenge the status quo and fight for our freedoms in the digital realm.

3. Embrace decentralized governance: The Paris Commune demonstrates
the potential of grassroots movements and collective action in shaping our
digital future.

By reflecting on the legacies of these historical figures, we can better understand
the challenges and opportunities of the digital age. As we navigate the
complexities of the ever-expanding digital landscape, let us draw from the
wisdom of those who came before us and work towards a more inclusive,
democratic, and innovative future.
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A highly engaging tour through progressive history in the service of emancipating
our digital tomorrow

Shortlisted for the Victorian Premier’s Literary Award, Australia

When we talk about technology we always talk about tomorrow and the future—
which makes it hard to figure out how to even get there. In Future Histories,
public interest lawyer and digital specialist Lizzie O'Shea argues that we need to
stop looking forward and start looking backwards. Weaving together histories of
computing and progressive social movements with modern theories of the mind,
society, and self, O'Shea constructs a “usable past” that can help us determine
our digital future.

What, she asks, can the Paris Commune tell us about earlier experiments in
sharing resources—like the Internet—in common? How can Frantz Fanon's
theories of anti colonial self-determination help us build digital world in which
everyone can participate equally? Can debates over equal digital access be
helped by American revolutionary Tom Paine's theories of democratic, economic
redistribution? What can indigenous land struggles teach us about stewarding our
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digital climate? And, how is Elon Musk not a future visionary but a steampunk
throwback to Victorian-era technological utopians?

In engaging, sparkling prose, O'Shea shows us how very human our
understanding of technology is, and how when we draw on the resources of the
past, we can see the potential for struggle, for liberation, for art and poetry in our
technological present. Future Histories is for all of us—makers, coders,
hacktivists, Facebook-users, self-styled Luddites—who find ourselves in a brave
new world.
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