
What Is Digital Journalism Studies
Disruptions

In recent years, the field of journalism has witnessed significant disruptions due to
the advent of digital technology. With the rise of smartphones, social media, and
online platforms, traditional journalism practices have been challenged, leading to
the emergence of a new era known as digital journalism. This article explores the
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concept of digital journalism and the disruptions it has brought to the field of
journalism studies.

The Rise of Digital Journalism

Digital journalism refers to the production, distribution, and consumption of news
content through digital platforms. It encompasses various forms, including online
news websites, blogs, podcasts, and social media. These platforms have gained
popularity due to their accessibility, speed, and ability to reach a global audience
instantaneously.
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One of the primary disruptions brought by digital journalism is the transition from
print to online news consumption. As technology advanced, readers increasingly
turned to digital sources for their news, leading to a decline in traditional print
media. This shift has forced news organizations to adapt their practices and find
new ways to monetize their content.

The Impact of Social Media
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Social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have become
instrumental in shaping the news landscape. They have disrupted the traditional
gatekeeping role of journalists by allowing anyone to become a content creator
and share news stories directly with their networks. This has led to both
opportunities and challenges in terms of information accuracy and credibility.

Moreover, social media algorithms play a significant role in determining the
visibility of news content. This has raised concerns about filter bubbles, where
users are presented with personalized content that reinforces their existing
beliefs, potentially leading to the spread of misinformation and the lack of
exposure to different perspectives.

The Changing Role of Journalists

Digital journalism has also changed the role of journalists in news production. In
the past, journalists solely acted as gatekeepers, filtering and verifying
information before presenting it to the public. However, in the era of digital
journalism, anyone with an internet connection can generate and disseminate
news stories, blurring the line between professional journalists and citizen
journalists.

Journalists now face the challenge of navigating through vast amounts of
information available online, distinguishing between reliable and unreliable
sources, and verifying the accuracy of user-generated content. Additionally, they
need to adapt to new storytelling techniques and multimedia formats to engage
with digital audiences effectively.

The Future of Journalism Studies

With the disruptions caused by digital journalism, the field of journalism studies
has evolved to encompass new areas of research. Academics now explore topics



such as digital ethics, online journalism practices, the role of algorithms in news
distribution, and the impact of social media on journalism. As the field continues
to evolve, it presents exciting opportunities for students and researchers
interested in understanding and shaping the future of journalism.

In , digital journalism has revolutionized the way news is produced, distributed,
and consumed. It has brought disruptions to traditional journalism practices and
prompted the emergence of new approaches and challenges. As technology
continues to advance, journalists and researchers must adapt to these changes
and explore innovative ways to ensure credible and reliable news in the digital
age.
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What is Digital Journalism Studies? delves into the technologies, platforms, and
audience relations that constitute digital journalism studies’ central objects of
study, outlining its principal theories, the research methods being developed, its
normative underpinnings, and possible futures for the academic field.
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The book argues that digital journalism studies is much more than the study of
journalism produced, distributed, and consumed with the aid of digital
technologies. Rather, the scholarly field of digital journalism studies is built on
questions that disrupt much of what previously was taken for granted concerning
media, journalism, and public spheres, asking questions like: What is a news
organisation? To what degree has news become separated from journalism?
What roles do platform companies and emerging technologies play in the
production, distribution, and consumption of news and journalism? The book
reviews the research into these questions and argues that digital journalism
studies constitutes a cross-disciplinary field that does not focus on journalism
solely from the traditions of journalism studies, but is open to research from and
conversations with related fields.

This is a timely overview of an increasingly prominent field of media studies that
will be of particular interest to academics, researchers, and students of journalism
and communication.
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