
Why Human Beings Need The Virtues: The
Paul Carus Lectures

In our complex and fast-paced modern world, the discussion about human ethics
and moral values is more important than ever. The Paul Carus Lectures, named
after the prominent philosopher and editor Paul Carus, delve into the fundamental
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question of why human beings need the virtues. These lectures offer valuable
insights and perspectives on the significance of virtues in our daily lives.

The Value of Virtues

Virtues are the foundation of a harmonious and just society. They are qualities or
attributes that shape our behaviors and guide us towards moral excellence and
personal fulfillment. The Paul Carus Lectures explore how virtues like honesty,
kindness, courage, justice, and wisdom contribute to our overall well-being and
the well-being of society as a whole.

Dependent Rational Animals: Why Human Beings
Need the Virtues (The Paul Carus Lectures)
by Alasdair MacIntyre (Kindle Edition)

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 485 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 188 pages

By cultivating virtues, we enhance our ability to make moral choices that align
with our values and beliefs. Virtues enable us to build meaningful relationships,
inspire trust, and foster cooperation. They empower us to face challenges with
resilience, navigate ethical dilemmas, and find fulfillment in our actions.

The Relevance of Virtues Today
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In a world filled with technological advancements and rapid changes, the
importance of virtues may sometimes be overlooked. However, the Paul Carus
Lectures remind us of the timeless significance of virtues in our lives. Virtues
provide us with a compass to navigate through the complexities of the modern
world, ensuring that our actions are grounded in ethical considerations.

With the rise of social media and online interactions, the virtues of honesty and
integrity are essential to maintain trust and authenticity. Kindness and
compassion, in the face of global challenges and societal divisions, help promote
empathy, understanding, and unity. Courage and resilience empower individuals
to stand up for justice and equality, fighting against discrimination and prejudice.

The Influence of Virtuous Role Models

Role models play a critical role in shaping our understanding and practice of
virtues. The Paul Carus Lectures shed light on individuals throughout history who
have embodied virtuous qualities and left a lasting impact on society. These
lectures highlight the importance of learning from these role models and striving
to emulate their virtues in our own lives.

By examining the lives of virtuous individuals such as Mahatma Gandhi, Rosa
Parks, and Nelson Mandela, we gain valuable insights into the power of virtues to
bring about positive change. Virtuous role models inspire us to rise above our
personal limitations and become agents of transformation in our communities.

Cultivating Virtues

While virtues may come naturally to some individuals, they can also be fostered
and developed through intentional practice. The Paul Carus Lectures provide
practical guidance on how to cultivate virtues in our daily lives, emphasizing the
importance of self-reflection, self-discipline, and lifelong learning.



By cultivating virtues, we not only enhance our own well-being but also contribute
to the betterment of society. The lectures explore various strategies and
techniques to strengthen virtues such as patience, humility, gratitude, and
forgiveness. They emphasize the importance of consistent effort and
perseverance in cultivating these qualities.

The Paul Carus Lectures remind us of the indispensable role that virtues play in
our lives as human beings. They provide valuable insights into the significance of
virtues in shaping our behaviors, relationships, and the overall well-being of
society. By cultivating virtues and learning from virtuous role models, we set
ourselves on a path towards personal fulfillment and contribute to the creation of
a more just and compassionate world.
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"MacIntyre--one of the foremost ethicists of the past half-century--makes a
sustained argument for the cetnrality, in well-lived human lives, of both virtue and
local communities of giving and receiving. He criticizes the mainstream of
Western ethics, including his own previous position, for not taking seriously the
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dependent and animal sides of human nature, thereby overemphasizing the
powers of reason and the pursuit of reason and the pursuit of autonomy. . . . This
important work in ethics is essential for the professional philosopher and is highly
readable for students at all levels and for thoughtful citizens." --Choice
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