
Why It's Not Always Rational to Be Rational
When it comes to decision-making and problem-solving, logic and rational
thinking have long been considered the gold standard. We are taught from a
young age to analyze the facts, weigh the pros and cons, and make choices
based on reason and evidence. However, as human beings, we are not always
purely rational creatures. In fact, there are many situations in which it may not be
in our best interest to rely solely on rationality.

But why is this the case? And what are the factors that can influence our
decision-making processes? In this article, we will delve into the intricate
relationship between rationality and human behavior, exploring why it is not
always rational to be rational.

The Emotional Factor

One key factor that can interfere with rational decision-making is our emotions.
Emotions play a significant role in our lives, shaping our thoughts, perceptions,
and actions. While rationality seeks to eliminate biases and focus on logic,
emotions can cloud our judgment and lead to irrational choices.
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Consider a scenario where a person is presented with the opportunity to invest
their life savings into a potentially lucrative business venture. From a purely
rational perspective, they might carefully examine the market trends, assess the
risks, and make a well-calculated decision. However, if fear or greed come into
play, these emotions may override their rational thinking. They might be swayed
by promises of quick gains or anxiety about missing out, leading them to make an
irrational choice.

It's important to acknowledge that emotions are a natural part of being human,
and trying to suppress them completely may not always be beneficial. Instead, a
balanced approach that combines rationality and emotional intelligence may lead
to better decision-making outcomes.

Intuition as a Valid Tool

Another factor that challenges the notion of always being rational is the power of
intuition. Intuition is often described as our "gut feeling" or instinctive response to
a situation without conscious reasoning. While it may seem contradictory to
rationality, intuition can sometimes provide valuable insights and guide us
towards the right path.

Psychologists have long studied the phenomenon of intuition and its role in
decision-making. Research has shown that our brains are capable of processing
vast amounts of information without us being consciously aware of it. This
subconscious information processing can manifest as intuition, giving us a sense
of what feels right or wrong, even when we struggle to justify it rationally.
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Intuition can be especially useful in situations where time is limited, and we lack
complete information. It allows us to tap into our past experiences, patterns, and
heuristics to make quick decisions. While it may not always result in the optimal
outcome, intuition can sometimes lead us to solutions that rationality may have
overlooked.

The Influence of Cultural and Social Conditioning

Our cultural and social conditioning also plays a significant role in shaping our
decision-making processes. As social beings, we are constantly influenced by our
surroundings, norms, and values. These influences can sometimes override
rationality and lead us to make choices that align with societal expectations rather
than what is objectively logical.

Consider a scenario where a young person dreams of pursuing a career in the
arts but is pressured by their family to choose a more "practical" path in medicine
or law. Despite having a genuine passion for the arts, the societal pressure to
conform may lead them to make a rational decision that goes against their true
desires.

Our cultural and social conditioning can deeply impact our perception of what is
rational and acceptable. Breaking free from these influences can be challenging
but is essential for making choices that align with our true selves and individual
values.

Rethinking Rationality

So, does all of this imply that rationality is inherently flawed? Absolutely not.
Rational thinking has proven its value in countless fields, from science to
business. It allows us to analyze complex problems, make logical deductions, and
make informed decisions.



However, what we must recognize is that humans are complex beings, and our
decision-making processes rarely operate solely on the basis of rationality.
Emotions, intuition, and social influences all have a role to play in shaping our
choices. Therefore, we should embrace a more holistic approach to decision-
making, one that incorporates rational thought alongside emotional intelligence
and intuition.

Moreover, understanding the limitations of rationality can help us avoid common
pitfalls. By acknowledging the possibility of bias, emotional interference, and
social conditioning, we become better equipped to navigate the complexities of
decision-making.

Rationality is undoubtedly a valuable tool in decision-making, but relying solely on
rational thinking may not always lead to the best outcomes. Emotions, intuition,
and social influences can all impact our choices, and it is important to strike a
balance that considers these factors. By embracing a more holistic approach to
decision-making, we can make choices that align with our values, bring
fulfillment, and ultimately lead to better life satisfaction.
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A fascinating examination of delusional thinking and how it might benefit health,
relationships, and wellbeing.

Although reason and rationality are our friends in almost all contexts, in some
cases people are better off putting reason aside. In a number of very important
situations, we benefit by not seeing the world as it is, and by not behaving like
logic-driven machines. Sometimes we know we aren't making sense, and yet we
are compelled to act against reason; in other cases, our delusions are so much a
part of normal human experience that we are unaware of them. As intelligent as
we are, much of what has helped humans succeed as a species is not our
prodigious brain power but something much more basic.

The Uses of Delusion is about aspects of human nature that are not altogether
rational but, nonetheless, help us achieve our social and personal goals.
Psychologist Stuart Vyse presents a lively, accessible exploration of the
psychological concepts behind "useful delusions", fleshing out how delusional
thinking may play a role in love and relationships, illness and loss, and
personality and behavior. Along the way Vyse draws on the work of William
James, Daniel Kahneman, and Joan Didion - who wrote about her compelling
belief that her husband, though deceased, would soon return to her. Throughout,
Vyse strives to answer the question: why would some of our most illogical beliefs
be as helpful as they are? The concluding chapter offers an explanation
grounded in natural selection - the ability to fool ourselves, Vyse argues, has
actually helped us to survive. In the final pages of The Usesof Delusion, Vyse
offers suggestions for determining when reason should rule and when intuition
and emotion should be allowed to take over.
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