
Why Progressive Prosecution is Key to Race
and Reform in the Criminal Justice System

The criminal justice system in the United States has long faced scrutiny for its
disproportionate impact on minority communities. African Americans and Latinos
are more likely to be arrested, charged, and sentenced compared to their white
counterparts. This inequality has prompted calls for reform to address disparities
and achieve a more equitable system.

The Role of Prosecution
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Prosecutors play a critical role in the criminal justice system. They hold significant
power in deciding who to charge, what charges to bring, and what plea bargains
to offer. In recent years, a movement known as progressive prosecution has
emerged as a promising approach to tackling racial disparities and systemic
biases within the legal system.
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Understanding Progressive Prosecution

Progressive prosecution represents a shift from the traditional "tough on crime"
mindset to a more holistic and community-centered approach. Instead of
prioritizing maximum sentences and punitive actions, progressive prosecutors
seek to address the root causes of crime and promote restorative justice.

Unlike conventional prosecutors who mainly focus on convictions, progressive
prosecutors apply a broader lens to justice. They consider alternatives to
incarceration, such as diversion programs for non-violent offenders, drug
treatment programs, or community-oriented solutions. Their goal is to break the
cycle of crime by addressing social inequalities and offering rehabilitation
opportunities.
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Race and Reform

Racial disparities are deeply ingrained within the criminal justice system. Studies
have consistently shown that people of color are more likely to be arrested,
charged, and convicted compared to white individuals. Progressive prosecution
aims to address these disparities head-on by actively working to eliminate bias
and ensure equal treatment for all.

One of the ways progressive prosecutors address racial disparities is by
implementing implicit bias training for their staff. By raising awareness of
unconscious prejudices that may affect decision-making, prosecutors can make
more informed and fair choices throughout the criminal justice process. This
training helps to counteract stereotypes and assumptions that contribute to racial
injustices.

Effects on Communities

Progressive prosecution has the potential to transform communities. By investing
in alternatives to incarceration, resources can be redirected towards addressing
underlying issues such as poverty, mental health, and substance abuse.
Programs focused on rehabilitation and reintegration can help break the cycle of
crime and create safer, more cohesive neighborhoods.



Challenges and Criticisms

Although the concept of progressive prosecution holds promise, it is not without
its challenges and critics. Some argue that diverting resources from traditional
law enforcement and prosecutions compromises public safety. They fear that
reducing sentences and offering alternatives may fail to deter potential criminals.

Furthermore, some critics contend that progressive prosecution can be subjective
and arbitrary. They worry that this approach shifts too much power to individual
prosecutors, allowing personal biases to influence decision-making, which may
inadvertently perpetuate biases and inequalities.

The Future of Progressive Prosecution
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Despite the challenges, progressive prosecution continues to gain traction across
the country. Several major cities have elected progressive prosecutors who have
implemented innovative policies with positive results. These successes inspire
hope for a more just and equitable criminal justice system.

Progressive prosecution is a vital component of race and reform in criminal
justice. By addressing systemic biases, implementing restorative justice
practices, and promoting community-based solutions, this approach aims to
create lasting change in the lives of individuals affected by the criminal justice
system.

The quest for racial equity and reform in the criminal justice system requires
multifaceted approaches. Progressive prosecution represents a powerful tool in
challenging and dismantling the structural inequalities that have plagued the
system for far too long. By pursuing alternatives to incarceration and prioritizing
rehabilitation, progressive prosecutors work towards a fairer, more inclusive
justice system for all.
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Provides compelling and manageable solutions for how to reform the criminal
justice system from the inside out

A racial reckoning in the US criminal justice system was long overdue well before
the highly publicized murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and many others
in 2020. Progressive Prosecution argues that prosecutors, having helped build
our failed system of mass incarceration, must now lead the charge to dismantle it.

With contributions from practicing district attorneys as well as leading scholars in
the fields of law and criminal justice, Taylor-Thompson and Thompson’s volume
offers an unapologetically ambitious vision for reform. The contributors draw from
empirical evidence and years of combined research experience to argue that
change must happen at the local level, with prosecutors choosing to adopt race-
conscious approaches. These prosecutors must do the hard work themselves,
actively focusing on the ways that race misshapes perceptions of criminality,
influences discretionary calls, affects how we select juries, and induces a reliance
on punitive responses. Progressive Prosecution acts as both a call to action and
a practical guide, instructing prosecutors on what they need to do to bring about
lasting and meaningful change. Progressive Prosecution is an urgent work of
scholarship, a must-read for anyone committed to racial equity and meaningful
criminal justice reform.
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