
Why the Defence of Civil Liberties and
Enlightenment Values is Crucial in Today's
Society
The defence of civil liberties and enlightenment values is an integral part of
creating a just and progressive society. These values, which were first
championed during the Enlightenment period in the 17th and 18th centuries, form
the foundation of modern democracies. This article explores the importance of
defending civil liberties, the key components of enlightenment values, and the
benefits they bring to society.

The Significance of Civil Liberties

Civil liberties are the individual freedoms and rights that are guaranteed to all
citizens by law. They include the freedom of speech, religion, assembly, and the
right to privacy, among others. These liberties are essential for safeguarding
individual autonomy and protecting against governmental abuse of power. In a
democratic society, civil liberties provide a check on the authority of the state,
ensuring that citizens can voice their opinions, hold their governments
accountable, and contribute to public discourse.

Defending civil liberties is crucial because they allow for the protection of human
rights and the promotion of a fair and just society. When civil liberties are upheld,
individuals can freely express their thoughts, beliefs, and identities without fear of
persecution or discrimination. This freedom fosters diversity, tolerance, and
inclusivity, enabling a society to flourish and progress.

Liberty in the Age of Terror: A Defence of Civil
Liberties and Enlightenment Values

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/qkzdb/Liberty-in-the-Age-of-Terror-A-Defence-of-Civil-Liberties-and-Enlightenment-Values.pdf


by A. C. Grayling (Kindle Edition)
4.1 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 830 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 308 pages

The Essence of Enlightenment Values

Enlightenment values, also known as the values of the Age of Enlightenment, are
rooted in reason, science, and individualism. During this transformative period,
thinkers such as John Locke, Voltaire, and Immanuel Kant sought to challenge
prevailing dogmas, promote the rights of individuals, and advocate for the
separation of church and state.

Enlightenment values emphasize the power of reason, critical thinking, and
evidence-based inquiry. They reject superstition, prejudice, and arbitrariness in
favor of rationality and empirical evidence. These values support freedom of
thought and expression, equality, justice, and the pursuit of knowledge. By
embracing enlightenment values, societies can progress intellectually, socially,
and morally.

The Benefits of Defending Civil Liberties and Enlightenment Values

Defending civil liberties and enlightenment values fosters both individual and
societal benefits. At an individual level, it allows citizens to lead fulfilling lives by
enabling them to freely express their opinions, practice their beliefs, and pursue
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personal interests. This freedom promotes creativity, self-expression, and
authenticity, leading to personal growth and well-being.

Additionally, the defence of civil liberties and enlightenment values strengthens
democratic systems. It ensures that governments are accountable and
transparent, protecting citizens from authoritarianism and abuse of power. By
safeguarding these values, societies become more inclusive and just, embracing
diversity and promoting social progress.

Furthermore, the defence of civil liberties and enlightenment values contributes to
the development of knowledge and scientific advancement. By encouraging
critical thinking and the pursuit of truth, societies become more innovative and
adaptable. These values stimulate intellectual curiosity and creativity, leading to
discoveries and breakthroughs in various fields.

In

The defence of civil liberties and enlightenment values is crucial in today's
society. These values provide the foundations for a just, inclusive, and
progressive society, where individuals can freely express themselves,
governments are held accountable, and knowledge is pursued. By upholding civil
liberties and embracing enlightenment values, we can ensure a brighter future for
generations to come.
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"The means of defence against foreign danger historically have become the
instruments of tyranny at home." James Madison

Our societies, says Anthony Grayling, are under attack not only from the threat of
terrorism, but also from our governments' attempts to fight that threat by reducing
freedom in our own societies - think the 42-day detention controversy, CCTV
surveillance, increasing invasion of privacy, ID Cards, not to mention Abu Ghraib,
rendition, Guantanamo...

As Grayling says: 'There should be a special place for political irony in the
catalogues of human folly. Starting a war 'to promote freedom and democracy'
could in certain though rare circumstances be a justified act; but in the case of the
Second Gulf War that began in 2003, which involved reacting to criminals hiding
in one country (Al Qaeda in Afghanistan or Pakistan) by invading another country
(Iraq), one of the main fronts has, dismayingly, been the home front, where the
War on Terror takes the form of a War on Civil Liberties in the spurious name of
security. To defend 'freedom and democracy', Western governments attack and
diminish freedom and democracy in their own country. By this logic, someone will
eventually have to invade the US and UK to restore freedom and democracy to
them.'

In this lucid and timely book Grayling sets out what's at risk, engages with the
arguments for and against examining the cases made by Isaiah Berlin and
Ronald Dworkin on the one hand, and Roger Scruton and John Gray on the
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other, and finally proposes a different way to respond that makes defending the
civil liberties on which western society is founded the cornerstone for defeating
terrorism.
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