
World War In Review: Why No Warships
Sailed the Seas!
The history of World War is filled with numerous battles fought on land, in the air,
and even at sea. Warships played a critical role in several military operations and
naval engagements. However, there is an interesting aspect of World War that
often goes unnoticed - the absence of warships. In this article, we will delve into
the reasons behind this unusual phenomenon and explore the strategic decisions
made by different nations during this tumultuous period.

The Changing Nature of Warfare

In the early twentieth century, advancements in technology brought about a
significant shift in the way war was waged. The development of powerful land-
based weaponry, including tanks and artillery, made ground warfare much more
effective and efficient. Additionally, advancements in aerial warfare, such as the
of fighter planes and bomber aircraft, expanded the scope of military
engagements into the skies.

These advancements led to a rethinking of traditional military strategies and a
shift in focus towards land and air-based operations. The terrain and the skies
became the primary battlegrounds, rendering warships less critical in the overall
war strategy.
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The Cost and Logistics of Warships

Warships are highly expensive to build, maintain, and operate. They require large
amounts of resources, including steel, fuel, and manpower. During times of war,
resources become scarce and need to be allocated carefully. Nations often faced
the dilemma of either investing heavily in warships or prioritizing other military
necessities such as troops, weapons, and infrastructure.

Given the logistical challenges warships presented, many countries opted to
focus their efforts and resources on building a formidable army and air force. The
ability to swiftly mobilize ground troops and launch effective air strikes often
proved to be more advantageous in achieving military objectives compared to
relying on naval power.

Geographical Factors and Military Strategy

The geographical factors surrounding World War also played a significant role in
the limited use of warships. Many of the major battles and conflicts during this
period took place in land-based territories or inland regions, far from the open
seas. The focus of military operations was on capturing strategic land areas that
provided tactical advantages.

Furthermore, the presence of natural barriers, such as mountain ranges and
dense forests, made it difficult to navigate warships through certain areas. This,

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/ejZmN/World-War-2-In-Review-No-3-Warships-Merriam-Press.pdf


combined with the lack of immediate threats posed by enemy warships, made the
deployment of naval forces less of a priority.

Strategic High Grounds and Air Superiority

Controlling strategic high grounds, such as mountains and hills, provided a
significant advantage in warfare. It allowed for better observation, communication,
and the ability to launch decisive attacks. Many military leaders recognized the
importance of gaining control over these strategic locations to secure a strong
position.

Moreover, air superiority became a crucial aspect of military strategy. Countries
invested heavily in developing advanced aircraft and training skilled pilots to
dominate the skies. The control of airspace meant having the power to conduct
aerial reconnaissance, bomb enemy positions, and provide support to ground
troops. As a result, air power became a top priority, diverting resources away from
warship production.

The Unforeseen Role of Submarines

While warships may have taken a backseat during World War, submarines
emerged as a surprise weapon for naval warfare. These underwater vessels,
equipped with torpedoes, became a formidable force that disrupted enemy supply
lines and carried out covert operations. Submarines were more suited to the
changing dynamics of warfare, blending stealth and surprise attacks with a
relatively lower cost compared to traditional warships.

World War saw a decline in the use of warships as the focus of military operations
shifted towards land and air-based strategies. The changing nature of warfare,
logistical challenges, geographical factors, and the rise of new technologies all
contributed to this shift. While warships may not have played a prominent role



during this period, their legacy and importance should not be undermined. They
symbolize the naval power that had shaped previous conflicts and would continue
to do so in future wars.
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Merriam Press World War 2 In Review Series

eBook Edition 2022

World War II in Review Number 3 contains the following articles on warships of
the U.S., Britain, Germany, Japan and Italy:

(1) USS Franklin CV-13

(2) Ordeal of the Franklin

(3) USS Franklin CV-13 War Damage Report No. 56

(4) USS Lexington Loss in Action, May 8, 1942, Coral Sea: Preliminary Report

(5) British CAM (Catapult Armed Merchant) Ship

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/ejZmN/World-War-2-In-Review-No-3-Warships-Merriam-Press.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/ejZmN/World-War-2-In-Review-No-3-Warships-Merriam-Press.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/ejZmN/World-War-2-In-Review-No-3-Warships-Merriam-Press.pdf


(6) British X Craft Submarines

(7) HMS Avon Vale L06

(8) The End of the U-250

(9) Italian Battleship Conte di Cavour

(10) Italian Gabbiano Class Corvette

(11) Naval Battle Ensigns

(12) Blast Screens for Destroyers

(13) Japanese Super Battleship Yamato

(14) Japanese Super Battleship Musashi

(15) Japanese Aircraft Carrier Akagi

(16) Japanese Battlecruiser Design B-65

(17) The Ordeal of the Ohio and Operation Pedestal

(18) HMNZS Leander

(19) If Derelicts Could Speak: HMCS Cape Breton, Matane and Coaticook
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